
United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres, left, and Vice President Mike Pence, right, listen as President Donald Trump speaks at an event on religious 
freedom during the United Nations General Assembly, Monday, Sept. 23, 2019, in New York. 
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Trump condemns religious persecution amid refugee squeeze 


By ELANA SCHOR 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — President Donald Trump said 
at the United Nations this week that “protecting 
religious freedom is one of my highest priorities." 
But his promise rings hollow to advocates for 
persecuted religious minorities seeking refuge in 
the United States. 


Trump’s administration already has slashed the 
nation’s refugee admissions ceiling to a historic 
low and on Thursday proposed a further cut for 
next year, to 18,000 — an 84% drop from the 
cap proposed during the last year of Barack 
Obama’s presidency. 

The president’s promotion of global freedom 
to worship prompted the State Department to 


set aside 5,000 refugee slots for religious minori¬ 
ties. But faith-based groups that resettle refu¬ 
gees had urged him to avoid more erosion of a 
program dedicated to helping the persecuted 
worshippers whose oppression Trump has de¬ 
cried. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Trump condemns religious persecution amid refugee squeeze 



President Donald Trump arrives to speak at an event on religious freedom during the United Nations 
General Assembly, Monday, Sept. 23, 2019, in New York. From left are UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres, Trump and Vice President Mike Pence. 


Continued from Front 

The list of persecuted re¬ 
ligious groups whose ac¬ 
cess to refugee admission 
has withered under Trump 
includes Christians in Iran, 
Syria, Pakistan, Myanmar 
and Sudan, as well as Iraqi 
Christians and Yazidis — 
whose mass slaughter and 
enslavement by the Islamic 
State was labeled “geno¬ 
cide “ by Trump's State De¬ 
partment in 2017. 

Trump did not mention his 
looming decision on next 
year’s refugee ceiling as he 
announced $25 million in 
new funding for safeguard¬ 
ing religious freedom, in¬ 
cluding religious sites and 
artifacts, at a Monday 
event at the U.N. On Thurs¬ 
day, however, his State 
Department pitched a set- 
aside for religious minorities 
designed to bolster the ad¬ 
ministration’s commitment 
to freedom for all faiths. 
“Compared to previous 
years, where we had broad 
allocations for regions that 
did not prioritize protections 
of beliefs... this is a particu¬ 
lar improvement by having 
a specific allocation," said 
a senior administration of¬ 


ficial, who briefed reporters 
on condition of anonymity. 
While the administration 
portrayed its move as bring¬ 
ing a better resettlement 
outlook for refugees flee¬ 
ing religious persecution, 
faith-based organizations 
had held out hope that the 
program would see no fur¬ 
ther cuts beyond this year's 
ceiling of 30,000. During the 
final full year of the Obama 
administration, the refugee 
ceiling was 85,000. 

“For the United States to 
cut refugee resettlement 
to half of what it was last 
year is an abrogation of 
who we are and all that we 
stand for as a nation,” said 
Bishop Michael Rinehart, 
Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service Chairman 
of the Board. “This deci¬ 
sion means that thousands 
of people, including those 
fleeing violence and war, 
and those fleeing religious 
persecution, will continue 
to be left in harm's way.” 
Prior to the announce¬ 
ment, Free Yezidi Founda¬ 
tion executive director Pari 
Ibrahim, whose nonprofit 
group helps raise aware¬ 
ness about Yazidi persecu¬ 
tion, said she was invited 


to attend Trump's speech 
this week and that she is 
“happy the U.S. govern¬ 
ment is trying to put this on 
the agenda.” Still, Ibrahim 
pointed to the stark con¬ 
trast between the adminis¬ 
tration's talk about helping 
members of her denomina¬ 
tion and its “ridiculous” cuts 
to refugee admissions of 
Iraqi Yazidis: from 434 in fis¬ 
cal year 2017, the last year 
the Obama administration 
played a role in refugee 
admissions, to just 5 in fiscal 
year 2018. 

Twenty Iraqi Yazidis gained 
access to the refugee pro¬ 
gram in the fiscal year that 
ends this week, accord¬ 
ing to an Associated Press 
analysis of State Depart¬ 
ment data. 

“The genocide is still on¬ 
going, and you wonder to 
yourself, is it all just talk,” 
Ibrahim said, adding that 
Yazidis “need to get a sec¬ 
ond chance in their free¬ 
dom in their right to believe 
whatever they want to be¬ 
lieve.” 

The Trump administration 
views its investment in in¬ 
ternational religious free¬ 
dom as separate from and 
not contradictory to its re¬ 
strictive refugee policy, as 
explained by a State De¬ 
partment official who ad¬ 
dressed the issue on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity. 
“Prioritizing security here at 
home is not at odds with 
our advancement of reli¬ 


gious freedom abroad,” 
the official said. 

The State Department offi¬ 
cial declined to discuss the 
decision-making process 
regarding next year’s refu¬ 
gee ceiling, which involves 
input from the Pentagon 
and other agencies, but 
added that the adminis¬ 
tration would seek to assist 
refugees “as close to their 
home countries as pos¬ 
sible.” 

In addition to Yazidis in 
Iraq and Syria, other per¬ 
secuted religious minorities 
whose refugee admissions 
have dropped by more 
than half since the final full 
year of the Obama admin¬ 
istration include Christians 
from a half-dozen nations, 
according to AP’s analysis. 
It's not clear whether the 
proposed 5,000 set-aside 
for persecuted religious 
minorities would have any 
significant impact on those 
falling refugee admissions 
numbers. 

Trump’s final decision on 
the refugee ceiling must 
come after consultation 
with Congress, where Re¬ 
publicans and Democrats 
alike had pushed for a 
higher resettlement cap. 
Beyond the White House, 
some prominent evangeli¬ 
cal Christians who have 
supported Trump's agenda 
are seeking to stanch the 
ebb of refugee admissions. 
Family Research Council 
President Tony Perkins, a 


Associated Press 

stalwart conservative who 
has defended Trump’s im¬ 
migration agenda as con¬ 
sistent with the Bible, issued 
a statement this month in 
his capacity as chair of the 
U.S. Commission on Inter¬ 
national Religious Freedom 
that called on “the admin¬ 
istration to extend its admi¬ 
rable commitment to ad¬ 
vancing religious freedom 
to its refugee resettlement 
policy.” 

Nadine Maenza, vice chair 
of that commission and a 
Trump appointee, drew a 
direct link between pro¬ 
moting religious freedom 
worldwide and accepting 
persecuted worshippers 
seeking refugee status. 

“It's hard for us fo go into 
a country, the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment or the U.S. Com¬ 
mission on International 
Religious Freedom ... and 
talk to government lead¬ 
ers there and make a case 
that religious minorities 
have value, that they have 
dignity, they bring really 
wonderful things to our so¬ 
ciety — and then ourselves 
not be willing to take one" 
as a refugee, Maenza said 
in an interview. 

A onetime adviser to former 
Sen. Rick Santorum, R-Pa., 
Maenza said “there are 
definitely plenty of Repub¬ 
licans and conservatives 
who are very supportive of 
the president that are ad¬ 
vocating for a higher level 
for the refugee cap."Q 
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U.S. deploys air defense systems, troops to Saudi Arabia 



This March 27, 2008, file photo, shows the Pentagon in Washington. 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. is sending one Patriot 
missile battery and four 
ground-based radar sys¬ 
tems to Saudi Arabia, the 
Pentagon said Thursday, 
in what officials describe 
as the first steps to help 
the kingdom protect itself 
against Iranian attacks. 

Two more Patriot batteries 
and a THAAD missile de¬ 
fense system will be pre¬ 
pared to go later if needed, 
and the deployment will in¬ 
volve about 200 troops. 
Military commanders and 
defense leaders have been 
working since last week to 
iron out what military aid 
to send to the region in re¬ 
sponse to what U.S. officials 
say was a brazen and un¬ 
precedented cruise missile 
and drone attack by Iran 
on Saudi oil facilities on 
Sept. 14. 

President Donald Trump 
during a White House 
meeting last Friday put off, 
at least for now, any imme¬ 


diate military strike on Iran, 
but approved a broader 
effort to beef up security 
in Saudi Arabia and the re¬ 
gion. He told reporters that 
showing restraint “shows 
far more strength” than 
launching retaliatory strikes 
now. 

The four Sentinel radar sys¬ 
tems and the Patriot bat¬ 
tery are designed to pro¬ 


vide better surveillance 
coverage across northern 
Saudi Arabia. The bulk of 
the kingdom’s Patriot bat¬ 
teries and other defenses 
are focused on the south 
to protect the country from 
attacks by Iranian-backed 
Houthis in Yemen. The 
Houthis launch almost daily 
attacks into Saudi Arabia 
and at times into the UAE. 


Associated Press 

Defense Secretary Mark Es- 
per said last week that ad¬ 
ditional security measures 
will be the first step, but he 
did not rule out additional 
moves down the road. Of¬ 
ficials have said they are 
talking with allies in an ef¬ 
fort to get more nations to 
contribute to security in the 
region. 

“Other countries have 


called out Iranian misad¬ 
ventures in the region, and 
we look for them to contrib¬ 
ute assets in an internation¬ 
al effort to reinforce Saudi 
Arabia’s defense,” Penta¬ 
gon spokesman Jonathan 
Hoffman said Thursday. 
Gen. Joseph Dunford, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, said last week that 
the goal is to defend Saudi 
Arabia against unconven¬ 
tional aerial attacks using 
a “layered system of de¬ 
fensive capabilities” that 
would mitigate the risk of 
swarms of drones or other 
attacks by Iran. 

The U.S. has so far not pro¬ 
vided any hard evidence 
that Tehran was respon¬ 
sible for the attacks, but 
officials insist they have no 
doubt the cruise missiles 
and drones were launched 
from inside Iran. 

Iran has denied involve¬ 
ment and warned the U.S. 
that any attack will spark 
an “all-out war” with im¬ 
mediate retaliation from 
Tehran. □ 
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A first: Vermont GOP governor backs Trump impeachment probe 


By WILSON RING 
Associated Press 
ESSEX JUNCTION, Vt. (AP) 

— Vermont's governor be¬ 
came the first Republican 
chief executive to support 
an impeachment inquiry 
against President Donald 
Trump but cautioned that 
he wants to know more be¬ 
fore any further actions are 
taken. 

Gov. Phil Scott said at a 
news conference Thursday 
that he wasn't surprised by 
the news that Trump re¬ 
peatedly urged Ukraine's 
president to "look into" 
Democratic presidential 
candidate Joe Biden be¬ 
cause he's "watched him 
over the years." 

He wants Congress to see 
the complete whistleblow¬ 
er allegations. 

"I think the inquiry is im¬ 


portant, yes, and where it 
leads from here is going to 
be driven by the facts that 
are established," Scott said. 
Scott's remarks are one of 
the few signs of Republican 
discomfort with the rev¬ 
elations. Most Republicans 
elected officials have de¬ 
fended Trump, casting the 
controversy as ginned-up 
by Democrats — although 
the initial concerns were 
raised by an anonymous 
whistleblower — or describ¬ 
ing it as much ado about 
nothing. Scott, a popular 
moderate Republican in 
his second term in a deeply 
blue state, has broken from 
his party before. He has 
been a frequent Trump crit¬ 
ic and repeatedly called 
for an end to the divisive¬ 
ness in American politics. 
In July, Scott he said felt 
Trump’s comments about 
four Democratic congress- 
women of color were rac¬ 
ist and not befitting for a 
world leader. 

A year ago, Scott was one 
of a handful of GOP gov¬ 
ernors who urged the U.S. 
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Vermont Gov. Phil Scott speaks at a news conference on Thursday, Sept. 26, 2019, in Essex 
Junction, Vt., where he said he supported an impeachment inquiry into the actions of President 
Donald Trump. 

Associated Press 


Senate to delay a confir¬ 
mation vote on then-Su- 
preme Court nominee Brett 
Kavanaugh to allow time 
for an investigation into 
sexual misconduct allega¬ 
tions. Scott has also op¬ 
posed plans by the Trump 
administration to scale 
back climate change 
emissions, worked against 
a now-resolved trade dis¬ 
pute with Canada and has 
criticized Trump's immigra¬ 
tion policy. Other moder¬ 
ate Republican governors 
have yet to weigh in on an 
impeachment inquiry. 

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine 
was a U.S. senator during 
impeachment proceed¬ 
ings against former Demo¬ 
cratic President Bill Clinton 
in 1999 and he presided 
over the deposition of 
Monica Lewinsky. When 
asked by reporters what 
his stance on an impeach¬ 
ment inquiry is, he said he 
withheld judgment then, 
and he's withholding judg¬ 
ment now. 

"We have to wait until all 
the evidence is in," said 
DeWine, who is among 
statewide officials now co¬ 
chairing Trump's re-election 
campaign. 

He ultimately voted guilty 
on both charges against 
Clinton. Massachusetts 
Gov. Charlie Baker and 
Maryland Gov. Larry Ho¬ 
gan, both moderate GOP 
governors, have yet to 
comment. Several gover¬ 
nors have appeared mind¬ 
ful of the unpredictable 
politics of impeachment 
as they weighed in from a 
distance this week. Demo¬ 
crats in swing states issued 
cautious endorsements of 
the Democrats' decision to 
launch the investigation. 
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, 
a former congressman in a 
state Trump is trying to win, 
said he's worried about 
the wisdom of Democrats' 
move.Q 
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Census: U.S. inequality grew, including in heartland states 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — The 

gap between the haves 
and have-nots in the Unit¬ 
ed States grew last year 
to its highest level in more 
than 50 years of tracking 
income inequality, accord¬ 
ing to U.S. Census Bureau 
figures released Thursday. 
Income inequality in the 
United States expanded 
from 2017 to 2018, with 
several heartland states 
among the leaders of the 
increase, even though sev¬ 
eral wealthy coastal states 
still had the most inequality 
overall, according to the 
figures. 

The nation's Gini Index, 
which measures income 
inequality, has been rising 
steadily over the past five 
decades. 

The Gini Index grew from 
0.482 in 2017 to 0.485 last 
year, according to the bu¬ 
reau's one-year American 
Community Survey data. 
The Gini Index is on a scale 
of 0 to 1; a score of "0" in¬ 
dicates perfect equality, 
while a score of 1 indicates 
perfect inequality, where 
one household has all the 
income. 

The increase in income 
inequality comes as two 
Democratic presidential 
candidates, U.S. Sens. Ber- 
nie Sanders and Elizabeth 
Warren, are pitching a 
"wealth tax" on the nation's 
richest citizens as a way to 
reduce wealth disparities. 
The inequality expansion 
last year took place at the 
same time median house¬ 
hold income nationwide in¬ 
creased to almost $62,000, 
the highest ever measured 
by the American Commu¬ 
nity Survey. But the 0.8% 
income increase from 2017 
to 2018 was much smaller 
compared to increases in 
the previous three years, 
according to the bureau. 
Even though household 


income increased, it was 
distributed unevenly, with 
the wealthiest helped pos¬ 
sibly by a tax cut passed by 
Congress in 2017, said Hec¬ 
tor Sandoval, an economist 
at the University of Florida. 


"In 2018, the unemployment 
rate was already low, and 
the labor market was get¬ 
ting tight, resulting in higher 
wages. This can explain 
the increase in the median 
household income," San¬ 
doval said. "However, the 
increase in the Gini index 
shows that the distribution 
became more unequal. 
That is, top income earners 
got even larger increases 
in their income, and one of 
the reasons for that might 
well be the tax cut." 

A big factor in the increase 
in inequality has to do 
with two large population 
groups on either end of the 
economic spectrum, ac¬ 


cording to Sean Snaith, an 
economist at the University 
of Central Florida. 

On one side, at the peak 
of their earnings, are baby 
boomers who are nearing 
retirement, if they haven't 


already retired. On the oth¬ 
er side are millennials and 
Gen Zers, who are in the 
early stages of their work 
life and have lower salaries, 
Snaith said. 

"I would say probably 
the biggest factor is de¬ 
mographics," he said. "A 
wealth tax isn't going to fix 
demographics." 

The areas with the most in¬ 
come inequality last year 
were coastal regions with 
large amounts of wealth 
— the District of Columbia, 
New York and Connecti¬ 
cut — as well as areas with 
great poverty: Puerto Rico 
and Louisiana. 

Utah, Alaska, Iowa, North 


Dakota and South Dakota 
had the most economic 
equality. 

Three of the states with the 
biggest gains in inequal¬ 
ity from 2017 to 2018 were 
places with large pockets 


of wealth: California, Texas 
and Virginia. But the other 
six states were primarily in 
the heartland: Alabama, 
Arkansas, Kansas, Nebras¬ 
ka, New Hampshire and 
New Mexico. 

A variety of factors were 
at play, from a slowdown 
in agricultural trade and 
manufacturing to wages 
that haven't caught up 
with other forms of income, 
economists say. 

While some states have 
raised the minimum wage, 
other states such as Kan¬ 
sas haven't. At the same 
time, the sustained eco¬ 
nomic growth from the re¬ 
cession a decade ago has 


enriched people who own 
stocks, property and other 
assets, and have sources of 
income other than wages, 
said Donna Ginther, an 
economist at the University 
of Kansas. 


"We've had a period of sus¬ 
tained economic growth, 
and there are winners and 
losers. The winners tend to 
be at the top," Ginther said. 
"Even though we are at full 
employment, wages really 
haven't gone up much in 
the recovery." Q 
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‘OK’ hand gesture, ‘Bowlcut’ added to hate symbols database 



In this May 2, 2017 file photo Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO and National Director of the Anti- 
Defamation League, speaks on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
Associated Press 
COLLEGE PARK, Md. (AP) 

— The “OK” hand gesture, 
a mass killer’s bowl-style 
haircut and an anthropo¬ 
morphic moon wearing 
sunglasses are among 36 
new entries in a Jewish civil 
rights group's online data¬ 
base of hate symbols used 
by white supremacists and 
other far-right extremists. 
The Anti-Defamation 

League has added the sym¬ 
bols to its online “Hate on 
Display” database , which 
already includes burning 
crosses, Ku Klux Klan robes, 
the swastika and many 
other of the most notorious 
and overt symbols of rac¬ 
ism and anti-Semitism. The 
New York City-based group 
launched the database in 
2000 to help law enforce¬ 
ment officers, school offi¬ 
cials and others recognize 
signs of extremist activity. It 
has grown to include near¬ 
ly 200 entries. 

“Even as extremists con¬ 
tinue to use symbols that 
may be years or decades 
old, they regularly create 
new symbols, memes and 
slogans to express their 
hateful sentiments,” Anti- 


Defamation League CEO 
Jonathan Greenblatt said 
in a statement. 

Some of the new entries 
started as trolling cam¬ 
paigns or hateful memes on 
internet message boards 
such as 4chan, 8chan and 
Reddit, before migrating to 
Facebook, Twitter and oth¬ 


er mainstream platforms, 
and to public forums and 
fliers. 

The ADL has updated its 
database to include the 
“OK” hand symbol, which 
became fodder for a 
4chan trolling campaign to 
dupe viewers into thinking 
the fingers formed the let¬ 


ters “W” and “P” to mean 
“white power.” But the ADL 
says extremists also are us¬ 
ing it as a sincere expres¬ 
sion of white supremacy. 
Brenton Tarrant, the Austra¬ 
lian man charged with kill¬ 
ing 51 people at mosques 
in Christchurch, New Zea¬ 
land, in March, flashed 
the “OK" symbol during a 
courtroom appearance 
after his arrest. Tarrant also 
had the number 14 written 
on his rifle, a possible refer¬ 
ence to the “14 Words,” a 
white supremacist slogan, 
according to the Southern 
Poverty Law Center. 

Oren Segal, director of fhe 
ADL's Center on Extremism, 
said context is key to inter¬ 
preting whether an “OK" 
symbol is hateful or harm¬ 
less. He said the ADL had 
been reluctant to add it 
to the database “because 
‘OK’ has meant just ‘OK’ for 
so long.” 

“At this point, there is 
enough of a volume of use 
for hateful purposes that 
we felt it was important to 
add,” Segal said. 

An earlier addition to the 
database was Pepe the 
Frog , a cartoon character 
that became hijacked by 
online extremists who su¬ 
perimposed the frog wifh 
Nazi symbols and other 
hateful imagery. The ADL 
branded Pepe as a hate 
symbol in September 2016 


and supported cartoon¬ 
ist Matt Furie’s efforts to 
reclaim the character he 
created. The “Happy Mer¬ 
chant,” one of the new 
database entries, is an an¬ 
ti-Semitic meme that de¬ 
picts a stereotypical image 
of a bearded Jewish man 
rubbing his hands togeth¬ 
er. Another addition, the 
“Moon Man” meme, is de¬ 
rived from “Mac Tonight,” a 
character in a McDonald’s 
advertising campaign dur¬ 
ing the 1980s. Internet trolls 
transformed the sunglass- 
es-wearing cartoon moon 
into a vehicle for rap songs 
with racist and violent lyrics. 
The ADL also added the 
“Dylann Roof Bowlcut,” an 
image of the hairstyle worn 
by the white supremacist 
who shot and killed nine 
black people in 2015 at a 
church in Charleston, South 
Carolina. Roof’s bowl-style 
hair became an avatar 
for extremists, including 
a Washington, D.C., man 
whose relatives contacted 
the FBI to report concerns 
about his behavior and 
far-right extremist rhetoric 
after last year’s Pittsburgh 
synagogue massacre . Jef¬ 
frey Clark’s username on 
the Gab social media plat¬ 
form was “DC Bowl Gang,” 
an FBI agent wrote in a 
court filing for gun charges 
against Clark. 

Logos of white nationalist 
groups including the Rise 
Above Movement and the 
American Identity Move¬ 
ment also are among the 
new ADL database entries. 
The recently formed Ameri¬ 
can Identity Movement is 
the successor to the now- 
dissolved Identity Evropa, 
which frequently plastered 
its white nationalist propa¬ 
ganda on college campus¬ 
es and is one of the groups 
that has been sued over 
the violence that erupted 
at a white nationalist rally 
in Charlottesville, Virginia , 
in August 2017. 

Four members of the Cal¬ 
ifornia-based Rise Above 
Movement pleaded guilty 
this year to attacking coun¬ 
terprotesters at the Char¬ 
lottesville rally. A federal 
judge sentenced three of 
them to prison terms rang¬ 
ing from 27 months to 37 
months. □ 
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This Jan. 22, 2018, file photo shows the Dunkin’ Donuts logo on a 
shop in Mount Lebanon, Pa. 

Associated Press 


Lawsuit filed against 
Dunkin’ Donuts over 
security breaches 

NEW YORK (AP) — Dunkin’ Donuts failed to notify almost 
20,000 customers across the U.S. about cyberattacks on 
their accounts in 2015 and inadequately warned more 
than 300,000 customers about another hacking attack in 
2018, New York's attorney general said in a lawsuit an¬ 
nounced Thursday. 

“Dunkin’ failed to protect the security of its customers," 
Attorney General Letitia James said in a statement. “And 
instead of notifying the tens of thousands impacted by 
these cybersecurity breaches. Dunkin’ sat idly by, putting 
customers at risk.” 

According to the lawsuit, filed in state Supreme Court in 
Manhattan, the company knew in 2015 that a series of 
attacks had been made on customers' online accounts, 
with attackers able to steal money customers had stored 
for use at Dunkin’ stores. But it said the company didn't 
inform the customers or fully investigate. 

The suit also accuses Dunkin’ of keeping customers in the 
dark about the full extent of 2018 cyberattacks, by only 
intimating attempts had been made to access accounts 
but not that accounts had been breached. 

Dunkin’ Brands Inc. strongly pushed back against James’ 
contentions. 

“There is absolutely no basis for these claims by the New 
York Attorney General’s Office. For more than two years, 
we have fully cooperated with the AG's investigation into 
this matter, and we are shocked and disappointed that 
they chose to move ahead with this lawsuit given the lack 
of merit to their case,” Dunkin' chief communications of¬ 
ficer Karen Raskopf said in an emailed statement. 

She said that during the 2015 incident, an investigation 
showed no customer account had been wrongfully ac¬ 
cessed and there was no reason to inform customers. 
New York has a law requiring business to notify custom¬ 
ers about certain types of cybersecurity breaches. More 
than 2,000 of the customers affected by the 2015 breach 
were in New YorkO 


Military sees frustrating 
trend as suicides spike 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Mili¬ 
tary suicides surged this 
year to a record high 
among active duty troops, 
continuing a deadly trend 
that Pentagon officials say 
is frustrating and they are 
struggling to counter. 

The Army, Navy and Ma¬ 
rine Corps all saw the rate 
of suicides go up as well as 
the overall numbers, with 
only the Air Force showing 
a decrease, according to 
data released by the Pen¬ 
tagon Thursday. Suicides 
among members of the 
Reserves and the National 
Guard also grew. 

The difficulties involved in 
identifying service mem¬ 
bers with possible problems 
and finding ways to prevent 
suicides were underscored 
earlier this month when 
the Navy reported that 
three crew members who 
served on the USS George 
H.W. Bush took their own 
lives within a week. Asked 
about the deaths in the 
crew of the aircraft carrier. 
Defense Secretary Mark Es- 
per said, “I wish I could tell 
you we have an answer 
to prevent further, future 
suicides in the Armed Ser¬ 
vices. We don’t. We are 
caught up in what some 
call a national epidemic of 
suicide among our youth." 
The number of suicides 
across the military in¬ 
creased from 511 in 2017 
to 541 in 2018. According 
to the Pentagon, the most 
at-risk population is young 
enlisted men, and at least 
60 percent of the time they 
chose a gun as their suicide 
method. Army suicides 
went from 114 to 139, while 
the Marines went from 43 
to 58 and the Navy went 
from 65 to 68. The Air Force 
dipped from 63 to 60. 

“Our numbers are not mov¬ 



This Sept. 7, 2019, file photo shows U.S. Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper delivering a speech during a press conference with French 
Defense Minister Florence Parly in Paris. 

Associated Press 


ing in the right direction,” 
said Elizabeth Van Winkle, 
director of the Pentagon’s 
office of force resiliency. 
She said that most of the 
military rates are compara¬ 
ble to civilians, but added, 
“that's hardly comforting.” 
Military and defense lead¬ 
ers expressed dismay and 
a resolve to do more to 
increase resilience in the 
force, train service mem¬ 
bers how to handle stress 
better and encourage 
troops to seek help when 
they need it. Van Winkle 
said the military is also look¬ 
ing at increasing efforts 
to train troops on the safe 
storage of firearms and 
medication. She said there 
are no consistent rules or 
regulations across the de¬ 
partment and the services 
requiring gun locks or other 
controls on firearms, but 
that some states or bases 
have their own restrictions. 
She and Karen Orvis, direc¬ 
tor of the suicide preven¬ 
tion office, said recognizing 
service members who may 
be struggling or at risk of 
taking their own lives is very 
difficult, and that some¬ 
times suicide is a sudden, 
impulsive decision with little 
warning. They said it’s dif¬ 
ficult to identify reasons for 
suicide because there are 


so many stresses that could 
contribute. They also ac¬ 
knowledged that service 
members are reluctant to 
come forward and seek 
help, because they worry 
that it could affect promo¬ 
tions or security clearanc¬ 
es. And military leaders said 
they must all work harder to 
address those perceived 
roadblocks. “Just as we 
talk about physical fitness, 
marksmanship, training 
and education. Marines 
must also be comfortable 
discussing life's struggles, 
mental wellness and sui¬ 
cide,” said Gen. David 
Berger, commandant of 
the Marine Corps. “We 
must create a community 
where seeking help and 
assistance are simply nor¬ 
mal, important decisions 
Marines and sailors make." 
This year for the first time, 
the Pentagon included sta¬ 
tistics for suicides by military 
spouses and dependents. 
Van Winkle said the most 
recent numbers available 
were for 2017, but officials 
are working to get better at 
collecting family data. Ac¬ 
cording to the report, there 
were 186 families that had 
suicides — 123 were spous¬ 
es and 63 were depen¬ 
dents between the ages of 
12 and 230 
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New top EU team in doubt amid conflict of interest concerns 




By SAM PETREQUIN 
LORNE COOK 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — The new 

team set to lead the Eu¬ 
ropean Union’s powerful 
executive body was cast 
into doubt Thursday after 
a parliamentary commit¬ 
tee raised concerns about 
possible conflicts of inter¬ 
est concerning two can¬ 
didates for some of the 
bloc's top jobs. 

The legal committee, 
which vets candidates’ 
financial declarations be¬ 
fore they are grilled by 
EU lawmakers, refused to 
recommend that Rovana 
Plumb of Romania and 
Laszlo Trocsanyi of Hungary 
be allowed to face official 
hearings. Plumb was in line 
to become the EU’s top 
transport official. Trocsanyi 
was slated to become the 
commissioner in charge of 
the bloc’s future enlarge¬ 
ment. 

The hearing process is set 
to begin Monday and run 
for more than two weeks. 
It remains unclear whether 
the two candidates will be 
replaced or given another 
chance to defend them¬ 
selves. 


Incoming European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 
Sept. 19, 2019 at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, eastern 


European Parliament 
spokesman Jaume Duch 
Guillot said on Twitter that 
the parliament president, 
Davide Sassoli, will “seek 
clarifications” from the 
committee, which will re¬ 
convene on Monday. 

The full assembly of EU law¬ 
makers is set to vote on the 
entire European Commis¬ 
sion, to be led by former 
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German defense minister 
Ursula von der Leyen, in 
Strasbourg, France on Oct 
23. The outgoing commis¬ 
sion, headed by Jean- 
Claude Juncker, ends work 
on Oct. 31, with the new 
team set to take over the 
following day. 

“According to the rules, 
if we find a conflict of in¬ 
terest, we can inform the 
president of the commis¬ 
sion about it. We are going 
to send her a letter. The ball 
is in her hands,” said the le¬ 
gal committee’s vice presi¬ 
dent, Sergey Lagodinsky. 
The commission, the EU’s 
massive bureaucracy with 
around 33,000 staff, pro¬ 
poses laws for the 28 mem- 


adjusts her earphones Thursday, 
France. 

Associated Press 

ber countries and makes 
sure they're enforced. It 
runs everything from trade 
talks to consumer protec¬ 
tion to privacy and anti¬ 
trust policies, as well as su¬ 
pervising national budgets 
and farm subsidies. It’s the 
first time that commission 
candidates have faced 
conflict of interest hearings. 
It will now be up to von der 
Leyen to decide, together 
with the Hungarian and 
Romanian governments, 
which put forward the two. 
Given the secret nature of 
the legal hearings, it wasn’t 
entirely clear what the two 
might have done wrong, if 
anything. 

But parliament's rules in 
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such instances state that 
“in more serious cases, if 
no solution is found to the 
conflict of interests, and as 
a last resort, the committee 
responsible for legal affairs 
may conclude that the 
Commissioner-designate is 
unable to exercise his or her 
functions in accordance 
with the Treaties and the 
Code of Conduct." 

The parliament’s presi¬ 
dent would then ask the 
new commission president 
“what further steps the lat¬ 
ter intends to take.” 
Speaking after her hearing, 
Plumb said she has always 
respected the law. 

“I'm as transparent as possi¬ 
ble,” she said. “I have noth¬ 
ing to hide. I have a fam¬ 
ily, a large one, and that's 
all. I’m not a rich woman. 
Therefore I need loans." 
Plumb said she took out 
two loans, including one 
worth 800,000 euros to 
build a house for her fam¬ 
ily. She said the other had 
served to finance her politi¬ 
cal party. 

Plumb argued she didn't 
have to declare the loans 
under the commissioners' 
code of conduct because 
they were for “private pur¬ 
poses.” 

Questions were raised prior 
to the hearings about a 
possible conflict of inter¬ 
est for Trocsanyi related 
to a law firm he founded 
in 1991, including whether 
he still has shares in it and, 
if not, to whom they were 
sold.Q 


Fire blazes at French chemical plant, 
schools closed 



A fire is pictured at a chemical plant in Rouen, Normandy, 
Thursday, Sept.26, 2019. 


By ANGELA CHARLTON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — A huge fire 
at a Normandy chemical 
plant spewed a mass of 
black smoke over a wide 


Associated Press 

region Thursday, prompting 
French authorities to shut 
down roads and schools 
and order people to stay 
indoors as firefighters bat¬ 
tled for hours to contain it. 


No injuries have been re¬ 
ported in the blaze, and 
the cause is under investi¬ 
gation. The Interior Minis¬ 
try said the fire was under 
control by early afternoon, 
about 12 hours after it 
broke out, but not yet ex¬ 
tinguished. The Lubrizol 
plant in the medieval city 
of Rouen is among the 
highest-risk industrial sites 
in Europe, part of a system 
called Seveso that requires 
such facilities to have ad¬ 
ditional security measures 
because they handle dan¬ 
gerous substances.Q 
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Surge in migration throws Greek islands back into crisis 


By DEREK GATOPOULOS 
Associated Press 
MORIA, Greece (AP) — 

There’s no room left at 
Europe’s largest refugee 
camp. 

New arrivals on the Greek 
island of Lesbos have to 
fend for themselves outside 
its barbed wire perimeter 
— in a maze of tents, each 
sprayed with a number in 
black paint. 

Afghan migrant Ismutallah 
Heideri lives in the “800s 
section,” reached by zig¬ 
zagging through washing 
lines, power cords precari¬ 
ously fanning out from a 
circuit box, and children 
playing barefoot on the 
stony ground. 

He has spent the last 30 
nights curled up inside a 
small tent kept immacu¬ 
lately tidy with his wife, 
4-year-old daughter, and 
two sons, who are 1 and 13. 
“Nothing makes sense 
here,” he said in a voice 
that shook at times. “We 
are all suffering.” 

As Heideri reached Lesbos 
in late August, the rate of 
arrivals hit the highest level 
since a European Union 
crackdown on migration 
three years ago. 

Lesbos and other Greek 
islands facing Turkey’s 
mainland were used as a 
physical barrier to Europe's 
mainland — set up with 
camps, international coast 
guard patrols, and new re¬ 
strictive travel rules. 

A year ago, Greece quietly 
relaxed those rules to ease 
severe camp overcrowd¬ 
ing and calm tempers 
among islanders hurt by 
the crisis’s impact on tour¬ 
ism. Thousands of asylum- 
seekers were ferried to the 
mainland where the state- 
run camp network was ex¬ 
panded. 

But conditions on the is¬ 
lands have steadily wors¬ 
ened and patrols are still 
unable to stop migrants 
fleeing war and poverty. 
Moria refugee camp on 
Lesbos was built to house 
3,000 people but currently 
hosts a record 12,000 — 
with 7,000 on the hillside 
sprawl where pre-winter 
conditions are becoming 
increasingly desperate. 

“For every meal, for ev¬ 
ery official paper, for ev¬ 


erything here, we have to 
stand in line. For the show¬ 
ers, to use the toilets, to get 
food, I have to stand in line 
for eight hours every day,” 
said Heideri, a 40-year-old 
construction worker who 
initially fled to Iran but 
couldn’t enroll his children 
in school there. 

“It doesn't matter where 
we end up. I just want to 
live somewhere legally, be 
safe, and see my kids go to 
school.” 

The spike in arrivals has 
added strain in ties be¬ 
tween NATO allies Greece 
and Turkey, which are al¬ 
ready at odds over natu¬ 
ral gas drilling rights in the 
eastern Mediterranean 
and other long-standing 
disputes. 

Lesbos, Greece’s third- 
largest island, is a magnet 
for migrant traffickers along 
the Turkish coast who aim 
dinghies at the island’s flat 
northern coastline or at the 
seafront lights of its interna¬ 
tional airport. 

At the height of the crisis in 
2015, as wars raged in Syria 
and Iraq, 211,000 made the 
12.5- kilometer (eight-mile) 
crossing in a single month. 
NATO deployed ships in 
the eastern Aegean Sea 
the following year and the 
number of monthly arriv¬ 
als on Lesbos fell sharply to 
3,080 by September 2016 
and has remained fairly 
stable since, according to 
data provided by the U.N. 
refugee agency, UNHCR. 
That rate jumped this sum¬ 
mer, with September ar¬ 
rivals at 7,712. Lesbos has 
again become the busiest 
entry point in Europe. 
Afghans make up the larg¬ 
est group of new arrivals, 
followed by migrants from 
Syria, Congo, and Iraq. 
Moria was officially closed 
to new arrivals over the 
weekend, and the govern¬ 
ment has promised it would 
move thousands more to 
the mainland and use mili¬ 
tary resources to support 
coast guard patrols. 

But local officials are press¬ 
ing for a more ambitious 
shift in policy. 

“About one in every six 
people on this island got 
here by illegal means and 
the situation has become 
untenable,” Constantinos 



A migrant walks outside the Moria refugee camp, on the 
northeastern Aegean island of Lesbos, Greece, Monday, Sept. 


23, 2019. 

Moutzouris, regional gov¬ 
ernor for the North Aegean 
islands, told The Associated 
Press. 

“We are asking for the 
evacuation of the islands 
and for a number to remain 


Associated Press 

that is proportionate to the 
population (of Lesbos),” he 
said. 

“The people who come 
here are under intense 
strain, having crossed con¬ 
tinents, traveled with young 


children, and covered 
large distances on foot. 
They cannot be massed 
together on a small area of 
land. Winter is coming and 
that always makes condi¬ 
tions worse.” 

In response to a question 
from the AP, European 
Commission spokeswoman 
Natasha Bertaud said the 
EU would consider any re¬ 
quest by Athens for addi¬ 
tional support. 

“I’m not aware of any 
change in policy on the 
Greek side,” she said. 
“We’ve noted with con¬ 
cern that a large number 
of arrivals have been re¬ 
ported in Lesbos over the 
past week, which is un¬ 
doubtedly putting addi¬ 
tional pressure on a system 
that is already under great 
strain.”□ 
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Israel’s Netanyahu begins coalition hunt amid deadlock 



Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu gives a statement in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 


By TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu on Thursday be¬ 
gan the daunting task of 
trying to cobble together a 
coalition government amid 
political deadlock that 
emerged from this month’s 
repeat elections, which 
had no clear winner. 

He now has up to six weeks 
to attempt to resolve the 
political impasse, but his 
odds appear slim. 

Even with the support of 
smaller allies, both Netan¬ 
yahu and his main chal¬ 
lenger, former army chief 
Benny Gantz, lack the sup¬ 
port for the required 61- 
seat parliamentary majority 
needed to establish a gov¬ 
ernment. That's including 
the support of Netanyahu’s 
traditional ultra-Orthodox 
and religious-nationalist al¬ 
lies. On Thursday, the two 
largest parties were jock¬ 
eying ahead of a planned 
meeting by their negoti¬ 
ating teams the following 
day, with each side blam¬ 
ing the other for the stale¬ 
mate. “There are no rab¬ 
bits in the hat. There are no 


2109. 

tricks. There is no option" 
other than unity, said Zeev 
Elkin, a lawmaker with Ne¬ 
tanyahu's Likud party. He 
told Israeli Army Radio that 
if Gantz’s Blue and White 
party “continues to rule out 
Netanyahu on a personal 
basis and continues to rule 
out certain parties from sit¬ 
ting in that same unity gov¬ 


ernment, at the end we 
may head to elections for 
a third time." 

Blue and White wants 
Gantz to lead any unity 
government and refuses to 
sit in a coalition with Netan¬ 
yahu so long as he faces 
likely indictment for a se¬ 
ries of corruption scandals. 
Blue and White also objects 


Associated Press 

to sitting with the right-wing 
and religious bloc that Ne¬ 
tanyahu says he's com¬ 
mitted to bringing into any 
government he forms. 
Looming large over the 
political jostling is Netan¬ 
yahu’s legal woes. Israel’s 
attorney general has rec¬ 
ommended charging Ne¬ 
tanyahu with bribery, fraud 


and breach of trust in a 
series of scandals and the 
embattled leader is set to 
appear at a hearing next 
week on the charges. 
Netanyahu has denied 
wrongdoing and on Thurs¬ 
day called on Israel’s at¬ 
torney general to have the 
hearing broadcast live for 
the sake of “transparency." 
“After three years of a del¬ 
uge of biased, partial leaks, 
it’s time for the public to 
hear everything. My side 
too,” Netanyahu said in a 
video statement. “Not only 
do I have nothing to hide, 

I want everything to be 
heard.” Netanyahu, popu¬ 
larly known as Bibi, again 
urged Gantz to join him in 
a unity government during 
a rally late Thursday. 

“Will you let them break 
apart the Likud? Will you let 
them oust the leader of Li¬ 
kud?” he told the raucous 
crowd, which began sing¬ 
ing “Bibi, king of Israel.” 
Gantz dug in his heels Thurs¬ 
day afternoon, repeating 
his objection to sitting with 
Netanyahu. He called on 
Likud to negotiate “with no 
pre-conditions" to avoid a 
third election. □ 
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Sri Lanka’s governing party 
picks Premadasa as candidate 



In this Nov. 12, 2018 file photo, 
Sri Lankan lawmaker Sajith 
Premadasa, center, leaves 
the supreme courts complex 
after attending a filing in of a 
petition in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

Associated Press 
By KRISHAN FRANCIS 
Associated Press 
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) 
— Sri Lanka’s governing 
party on Thursday named 
its charismatic deputy lead¬ 
er, Sajith Premadasa, as its 
candidate in November’s 
presidential election, end¬ 
ing a long tussle with the 
party leader, Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe, over 
the nomination. 


The United National Party's 
official Twitter account 
said a working committee 
endorsed the 52-year-old 
Premadasa. Premadasa is 
the son of former Sri Lankan 
President Ranasinghe Pre¬ 
madasa, who was assas¬ 
sinated by now-defeated 
Tamil Tiger separatists in 
1993. Wickremesinghe re¬ 
tained the party leader¬ 
ship, but his prominence 
both within the party and 
the government is likely to 
wane with a victory for Pre¬ 
madasa in the presiden¬ 
tial election. Premadasa’s 
nomination gives a new 
face to the party, which has 
long been considered pro- 
West, pro-capitalist and 
distant from the grassroots. 
It will also give the party a 
nationalistic appearance, 
with Premadasa presenting 
himself as a devout Bud¬ 
dhist Sinhalese compared 
to Wickremesinghe's liberal 
and pro-West outlook. □ 
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Hong Kong leader rebuked at town hall over protests 



Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam speaks during a community dialogue with selected 
participants at the Queen Elizabeth Stadium in Hong Kong, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By EILEEN NG 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — Hong 
Kong leader Carrie Lam 
came under a barrage of 
criticism at a town hall ses¬ 
sion Thursday, with citizens 
accusing her government 
of turning a deaf ear to 
months of protests calling 
for democratic reforms in 
the semi-autonomous Chi¬ 
nese territory. 

The community dialogue 
was the first since massive 
demonstrations began in 
June over an extradition bill 
that the government has 
now promised to withdraw. 
Protesters have since ex¬ 
panded their demands to 
include direct elections for 
the city’s leaders and po¬ 
lice accountability. 

Scores of protesters chant¬ 
ed slogans outside the 
Queen Elizabeth stadium 
in the Wan Chai area that 
was locked down as Lam 
met with more than 130 
people, selected random¬ 
ly from over 20,000 appli¬ 
cants. 

Speaker after speaker 
railed against government 
arrogance leading to in¬ 
creasingly violent youth-led 
protests that show no signs 
of abating. They slammed 
the use of force by police 
and questioned Lam’s sin¬ 
cerity after she rejected 
protesters’ demands. 

Only 30 of the people were 
picked by ballot to speak 
for three minutes each. 
Lam, flanked by several 
Cabinet members, listened 
quietly during the more 
than two-hour session. She 
acknowledged the deep 
distrust of her government 
and police and vowed to 
regain public confidence. 


“'We connect' is my cam¬ 
paign slogan, but after 
two years, some have de¬ 
scribed it as disconnect 
and even out of touch. . 
I know that and hope to 
change,” said Lam, who 
was elected by a pro-Bei¬ 
jing committee in 2017. 

She repeated her stance 
that violence must stop 
and the rule of law be up¬ 
held. She reiterated that 
complaints of police bru¬ 
tality will be investigated 
thoroughly by a police 
watchdog body, without 
the need for a separate in¬ 
dependent inquiry. 

Critics called the dialogue, 
which was broadcast live, 
a political show to appease 
protesters before major ral¬ 
lies planned this weekend 
ahead of China's National 
Day celebrations on Oct. 1. 
“This is not just a PR show but 
aimed to bring change” so 
Hong Kong can be a bet¬ 


ter territory, Lam said. She 
described the session, the 
first in a series of planned 
dialogues toward reconcili¬ 
ation, a “good first step." 
Riot police were on guard, 
and authorities set up X-ray 
machines and metal de¬ 
tectors to ensure partici¬ 
pants did not bring banned 
items inside the stadium 
such as umbrellas, helmets 
and gas masks — gear 
used by protesters. 
Hundreds of students and 
others formed human 
chains at roads near the 
stadium earlier Thursday. 
Scores later moved outside 
the stadium and chanted 
slogans as they waited for 
Lam to leave. 

Police issued a warning 
after some protesters re¬ 
moved railings and dug 
up bricks from sidewalks to 
create barriers at the sta¬ 
dium entrance. Lam was 
holed up at the stadium to 


avoid confrontations with 
the crowd, leaving four 
hours later after most of the 
protesters dispersed. 

“To Hong Kong people, it’s 
a joke,” said Bonnie Leung 
of the Civil Human Rights 
Front, which has organized 
several massive rallies. “If 
she really wants to com¬ 
municate with Hong Kong 
people, all she has to do is 
to open her door, we are 
right outside.” 

The protests have turned in¬ 
creasingly violent in recent 
weeks as demonstrators 
lobbed gasoline bombs at 
government buildings, van¬ 
dalized public facilities and 
set street fires, prompting 
police to respond with tear 
gas and water cannons. 
More than 1,500 people, 
including children as young 
as 12, have been detained. 
The extradition bill, which 
would have allowed some 
criminal suspects to be sent 


to mainland China for trial, 
is viewed by many as an 
example of growing Chi¬ 
nese interference in the 
city's autonomy under the 
“one country, two systems” 
framework introduced 
when the former British 
colony returned to Chinese 
rule in 1997. 

The Civil Human Rrights 
Front has received police 
approval for a rally on Sat¬ 
urday and has applied for 
another major march on 
Oct. 1. Police banned the 
last two rallies planned by 
the group, but protesters 
turned up anyway and the 
peaceful gatherings later 
degenerated into chaos. 
China has accused the U.S. 
and other foreign powers 
of being behind the riots. 
Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Geng Shuang 
on Thursday warned the 
U.S. Congress to halt work 
on a bill that proposes 
economic sanctions on 
Chinese and Hong Kong 
officials found to have 
suppressed democracy in 
Hong Kong. 

The foreign affairs commit¬ 
tees of the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives and the Sen¬ 
ate approved the Hong 
Kong Human Rights Acts 
on Wednesday, setting the 
stage for votes in both full 
chambers. 

Geng said at a daily brief¬ 
ing in Beijing that the move 
was an endorsement of 
Hong Kong’s radical forces 
and accused Washing¬ 
ton of seeking to “mess up 
Hong Kong and contain 
China’s development.” 

“We will forcefully fight 
back against any U.S. at¬ 
tempt to harm China's in¬ 
terests,” he said. □ 
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Groups: Migrants told to wait in Mexico faced 'bait, switch' 



Asylum seekers in Tijuana, Mexico, listen to names being called from a waiting list to claim asylum 
at a border crossing in San Diego Thursday, Sept. 26, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press 
TIJUANA, Mexico (AP) — A 

Peruvian family that waited 
for six months at the Mexi¬ 
can border finally got their 
chance to make their case 
for U.S. asylum Thursday. 
But because they waited 
there as officials recom¬ 
mended, they face a new 
reality: Anyone who trav¬ 
eled through a third coun¬ 
try and is seeking asylum 
after July 16 will be denied. 
If they had sneaked in ille¬ 
gally when they arrived in 
Tijuana, they would have 
escaped the Trump ad¬ 
ministration's partial asylum 
ban. 

"The family wanted to do 
it the way it's supposed to 
be done," said Luz Bertila 
Zazueta, 75, who arranged 
free lodging for them and 
joined neighbors in ensur¬ 
ing they had enough food. 
The Southern Poverty Law 
Center and other advo¬ 
cacy groups asked a judge 
Thursday to prohibit the 
government from apply¬ 
ing the new restrictions to 
anyone who appeared at 
an official border crossing 
to claim asylum before the 
policy was announced on 
July 16. 

The government played 
"bait and switch" by in¬ 


structing migrants to wait in 
Mexico for an opportunity 
to apply for asylum before 
imposing sharp restrictions 
on their eligibility, attorneys 
said in a court filing. 

It is difficult to know how 
many people fall into that 
category, but the groups 
estimate that 26,000 peo¬ 
ple are on waiting lists in 
Mexican border cities to 
make an initial claim for 


U.S. asylum. The Associ¬ 
ated Press counted 19,000 
in just four cities in late July, 
including 10,000 in Tijuana 
alone. 

The Justice Department 
declined to comment on 
the court filing, which is part 
of a lawsuit addressing two 
key practices that have left 
would-be asylum seekers 
frustrated and deflated. 
One, known officially as 


"metering," has sharply lim¬ 
ited the number of asylum 
seekers accepted each 
day at U.S.-Mexico border 
crossings since spring 2018. 
The administration says the 
policy is in place because 
of capacity constraints. 

The other is the policy that 
took effect Sept. 12 to 
deny asylum to anyone 
who reached the U.S. after 
traveling through another 


country and failing to seek 
asylum there. 

U.S. officials have repeat¬ 
edly said the right way to 
seek asylum is to request it 
at border crossings, instead 
of entering illegally. That 
has caused tens of thou¬ 
sands of migrants to wait 
in often-dangerous Mexi¬ 
can border cities under an 
opaque, haphazard sys¬ 
tem of waiting lists that vary 
sharply by city. 

Lists are managed by 
Mexican immigration au¬ 
thorities, local or state au¬ 
thorities, migrant shelters or 
migrants themselves, de¬ 
pending on the city. 

The asylum ban applies to 
people who entered the 
U.S. on or after July 16 — no 
matter how they crossed 
the border — including 
people who arrived before 
that date and decided to 
wait in Mexico as instructed 
by U.S. authorities. 

"The government cannot 
pull such an immoral bait 
and switch," according to 
the filing by the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, Cen¬ 
ter for Constitutional Rights 
and American Immigration 
Council. 

It seeks immediate action 
to "remedy the combined 
effect of these policies in a 
single stroke.'Q 


With selfie, El Salvador's leader urges UN to embrace tech 



El Salvador's President Nayib Bukele takes a selfie portrait during 
his addresses to the 74th session of the United Nations General 
Assembly, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By JENNIFER PELTZ 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The 

way El Salvador's president 
sees it, he just snapped a 
selfie worth a thousand 
words at the U.N. General 


Assembly. 

Nayib Bukele opened his 
speech to the assembly 
Thursday by taking a cell¬ 
phone picture of himself at 
the podium — and casting 
the photo as a portrait of a 


global gathering that has 
gotten out of touch. 
"Believe me, many more 
people will see that self¬ 
ie, once I share it, than 
will hear this speech," the 
38-year-old, social-media- 
adept president said. 

If Bukele’s photo seemed 
to echo celebrity-circles 
selfies like Ellen DeGeneres' 
famous pic with fellow stars 
at the 2014 Oscars or Kylie 
Jenner's similar Instagram 
shot at the Met Gala in 
2017, it's not the first time 
a country's leader has 
snapped a selfie in an au¬ 
gust setting. Then-U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama, British 
Prime Minister David Cam¬ 
eron and Danish Prime Min¬ 
ister Helle Thorning-Schmidt 
took a selfie together at 
Nelson Mandela's memo¬ 
rial service in 2013. 

Bukele said his photo was 


made to prove a point: 
"This format of gathering 
in person is becoming in¬ 
creasingly obsolete." 

While saying the U.N. and 
the General Assembly 
themselves aren't outdat¬ 
ed, he argued they need 
to embrace change and 
technology to stay rele¬ 
vant. 

Bukele suggested the as¬ 
sembly could meet by 
video conference, or send 
videos to an online plat¬ 
form where other countries' 
leaders could watch with¬ 
out having to leave their 
duties at home. 

"One week in the U.N., 
when we could be resolv¬ 
ing issues that are impor¬ 
tant to our countries, is a 
waste of time if we keep 
working in this format," said 
Bukele, who took office in 
June. 


"Our smartphones," he said, 
"are the future of the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly." 

He also proposed the U.N. 
invite ordinary people to 
propose solutions to cli¬ 
mate change, poverty, 
hunger and other global 
problems, and award a 
prize of perhaps $10,000 to 
young people who come 
up with inspiring, "genuine" 
proposals. 

While the General Assem¬ 
bly chamber is seen as the 
diplomatic world's most 
prominent stage, many 
leaders also use the op¬ 
portunity to interact with 
their counterparts one-on- 
one and face-to-face on 
the sidelines. Bukele met 
Wednesday with U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump, for ex¬ 
ample. 

No word on any selfies from 
that meeting.Q 
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Free Community Rosh Hashanah Service at Chabad Jewish Center of Aruba 



PALM BEACH — Rabbi Ah- 
ron Blasberg, of Chabad 
of Aruba, knows that to 
engage members of the 
tribe one often needs to 
lower the barriers of entry, 
sometimes beyond the in¬ 
stitutional walls of the syna¬ 
gogue. To accommodate 
those who would other¬ 
wise not participate in for¬ 
mal Rosh Hashanah syna¬ 
gogue services, the rabbi 
is promoting a brief, open 
to all, thirty-minute Rosh 
Hashanah ceremony that 
includes the primary obser¬ 
vances of the holiday. 

Behold, the “Community 
Tashlich & Shofar Service" 
will take place on Monday 
September 30th 5:00pm at 
the beach between Marri¬ 
ott and Ritz Carlton (in front 
of Vela Sports Center). 
Tashlich is a practice rich 
in symbolic and mystical 
meaning, which is custom¬ 
arily performed on the first 
day of Rosh Hashanah. A 
brief prayer is recited near 
a body of water, prefer¬ 
ably containing live fish: 
in which we express our 
prayerful hope that G d 
cast our indiscretions into 
the depths of the sea, and 
that we be granted a good 
and sweet new year filled 
with G d's abundant and 
manifest blessings. 

The sounding of the shofar 
is the central mitzvah of 
Rosh Hashana. Typically, it 
is part of the Rosh Hasha¬ 
nah synagogue services. 
However, if for any reason 
one did not attend ser¬ 
vices, the shofar sounding 
can be fulfilled throughout 
the day of Rosh Hashana. 


The mitzvah of shofar also 
contains many deep and 
inspiring messages for us to 
reflect upon. 

"According to Jewish tradi¬ 
tion the gates of heaven 
are open on the New Year, 
and G d accepts prayers 
from everyone," said Rab¬ 
bi Ahron Blasberg, “That 
served as our inspiration to 
create Rosh Hashanah op¬ 
portunities for everyone in 
the community." 

“The Lubavitcher Rebbe, 
Rabbi M. Schneerson, of 
righteous memory, insisted 
that Judaism be made ac¬ 
cessible to all Jews" Rabbi 
Ahron Blasberg explained. 
"During the High Holiday 
period, accessibility can 
mean different things to 
different people. For some 
it means shorter, more user- 
friendly services, for others 
it means a non-judgmental 
atmosphere, while for still 
others accessibility means 
affordability, and no ex¬ 
pectation of membership 
or affiliation. Our goal is to 
lower the barriers of entry, 
and to encourage each 
and every Jewish person 
to actively participate in 
the observances of Rosh 
Hashana". Rosh Hashanah 
begins this year at sundown 
on Sunday, September 29, 
and extends until nightfall 
on Tuesday, October 1. 

For more information 
about this ceremony and 
all the traditional, acces¬ 
sible services over the High 
Holidays please contact 
Chabad Jewish Center of 
Aruba at 5927613 email 
Rabbi@Jewisharuab.com 
or visit www.Jewisharuba. 
com/highholidaysQ 





L.G, SMITH'S 

Steak & chop house 


As the centerpiece of Aruba's thriving downtown district, L.G- Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhouse e*perience r elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and "attitude is everything'' mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 

The #1 Steakhouse in Aruba according to Trip Advisor. 

Located in Oranjestad r next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino. 

Open nightly for dinner. For reservations please call 523.6195. 


Igsmithsxorn 


SURRENDER TO YOUR 
EVERY CRAVING. 
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Tourism and Jobs: 

A better future for all 




BUCUTI & TARA honor the United Nations Climate Week 

The Caribbean’s first and only certified carbon neutral resort invites 
guests and staff to participate 



EAGLE BEACH, Aruba - 
Sept. 25, 2019 - Observing 
and honoring the United 
Nations Climate Week, 
Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort, 
long time stewards and 
green leaders for associ¬ 
ates, guests and the local 
community, is engaging in 
a host of hands-on activi¬ 
ties at the Caribbean’s first 
and only certified carbon- 
neutral hotel. 

Last Tuesday they held the 
EPI Student Tour: Sustain¬ 
ability Manager Nathaly 
Stanley gave a tour and 
presentation to 22 EPI stu¬ 
dents from the tourism sec¬ 
tor. Students learned about 
Bucuti & Tara’s mission and 
company culture of oper¬ 
ating sustainably in order to 
maintain Aruba’s beauty, 
flora and fauna for future 
generations. Students re¬ 
ceived a tour of the facility 
followed by a presentation 


detailing the program. 

“The passion driving the 
program at Bucuti & Tara is 
impressive," shared an EPI 
student. 

“Many were surprised to 
learn how extensive the 
Bucuti & Tara sustainabil¬ 
ity program was and how 
celebrated it is in the Carib¬ 
bean and worldwide” said 
Nathaly Stanley. “As an 
organization we prioritize 


stewardship and educa¬ 
tion to broaden our impact 
through motivating others 
to action”, 

Others were impressed 
by Stanley’s passion who 
urged the group to do 
something, no matter how 
small, every day that could 
help reduce their own foot¬ 
print. 

On Thursday, September 
26, they held a Movie on 


the Beach - Climate Week 
Edition: In addition to the 
traditional Wednesday 
and Saturday Movie under 
the stars at Bucuti & Tara, 
the resort added a special 
showing to drive aware¬ 
ness for Climate Week. The 
acclaimed Emmy winning 
“Our Planet” narrated by 
Sir David Attenborough will 
play at 8 p.m. 

Today, Friday, September 
27, Kibrahacha Aruba Cli¬ 


mate Strike: Bucuti & Tara 
Beach Resort staff have 
been given time off to par¬ 
ticipate in the climate strike 
planned at Club Kibraha¬ 
cha as part of and in sup¬ 
port of the Global Climate 
Strike planned alongside 
the UN Climate Week at¬ 
tended by teenage Swed¬ 
ish activist Greta Thunberg. 
“Path to Carbon Neutral¬ 
ity”: Presented by Sustain¬ 
ability Manager Nathaly 
Stanley, she will conduct 
a 30-minute overview pre¬ 
sentation on-screen in the 
Tara lounge on Friday at 4 
p.m. about how the resort 
became the first and only 
carbon-neutral resort in the 
Caribbean. She’ll cover 
the more than seven years 
of investment, passion and 
company culture of sus¬ 
tainability leading up to the 
effort that made this rare 
and important certification 
possible.Q 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 




THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin 8lvd #47 
563.5000 I CQsmoalhombra.com 


Ploy RtJporHibty VHIl www.jptnfcliiHrMnymMLorg, if you or wnitone yo» know hn d gambling pi cHpiti. 


We're giving away $50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table game players every 
30 minutes from 7pm to midnight! 


Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts E Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TGF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lob 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Follow the call of the disco ball at Bugaloe Beach Bar 



PALM BEACH — Friday, September 27th from 
7PM is the night to dance under the moonlight 
on the De Palm Pier at our Bugaloe Disco Night! 
Come in for an amazing dance night hosted 
by The Travel Session Band and fabulous sing¬ 
er Steffie! No one looks back on their life and 
remembers the nights they got plenty of sleep, 
right? 


Bombay Gin Specials will be served all night 
long and will make you dance even better, 
so let the fun beGIN! Don’t forget our Double 
Daily Happy Hours with live entertainment from 
5-6pm and again from 10-11 pm. 

So, whatever you are craving, you’ll find it at 
Bugaloe! 


Bugaloe is located on De Palm pier between 
the Hilton Resort and the RIU Hotel. 

Make your Friday night a blast and come on 
down to Bugaloe for the best views, entertain¬ 
ment and most delicious cocktails on the island. 

For reservations please call 00297-586 2233 or 
e-mail to info@bugaloe.com. 
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Planet in an Extra solar system will receive an Aruban name 


ORANJESTAD — The In¬ 
ternational Astronomical 
Union (IAU) is celebrat¬ 
ing 100 years of existence 
thereof are having a year¬ 
long celebration. The high¬ 
light of this celebration will 
be the naming of several 
planets in the extra solar 
system. Several countries 
are participating and Aru¬ 
ba is also part of this. 

On the island of Aruba a 
group of Astronomy en¬ 
thusiasts came up with the 
idea to start a foundation 
to teach the Aruban com¬ 
munity about Astronomy 
and Nature. After some 
years doing astronomical 
event finally on July 28th of 
2018 The Space and Nature 
Aruba Foundation (SNAF) 
was established. 

This of course brought 
some international atten¬ 
tion. SNAF was asked by 
the IAU if they would like to 
become a National Out¬ 
reach coordinator for the 
IAU on the island, which off 
course the SNAF happily 
accepted. 




The SNAF received its first 
assignment from the IAU 
and this is to come up with 
a scientific name for a solar 
system star; The WASP-39 
and its exoplanet WASP- 
39b. 

The SNAF would like to invite 
anyone interested to take 
part of this. Use your cre¬ 
ativity and help us come 
up with a typical Aruban 
Name for the Star and the 
Exoplanet. 

There are rules applied to 
this process such as: 

• The proposed 
names should be of things, 
people, or places of long¬ 
standing cultural, histori¬ 
cal, or geographical signifi¬ 
cance, worthy of being as¬ 
signed to a celestial object. 

• Two (2) names 
should be proposed - one 
(1) for the exoplanet and 
one (1) for the star it orbits. 

• The two names 
should follow a common 
naming theme. 

• The two names and 
theme should be accom¬ 
panied with an explana¬ 
tion of the chosen names 


of no more than 100 word. 
The Deadline to give a 
name to the planet and 
its host star will be Octo¬ 
ber 9th 2019. The group of 
judges consisting of a Lo¬ 
cal Glass Artist, an expert in 
the language Papiamento 
and two archeologist will 
be in charge of choosing 
the best names according 
to the rules applied. 

On October 30th the select¬ 
ed names will be posted 
on the website where the 
public will be able to vote 
for their favorite name. On 
November 13th the SNAF 
will give the IAU the name 
for WASP 39 and WASP 39- 
b. This will be announced 
globally with the other par¬ 
ticipating countries in De¬ 
cember. After the Global 
Announcement SNAF will 
announce the first second 
and third price according 
to the votes. 

For more information on 
this process and the rules 
please check out the web¬ 
site www.spacenaturearu- 
ba.com □ 


From September 27-29: 

Fitville- Aruba’s Largest Fitness 
Competition at Betico Croes 
Complex in Santa Cruz 



SANTA CRUZ — The biggest 
functional fitness compe¬ 
tition will be taking place 
this weekend September 
27 through 29 at the Beti¬ 
co Croes Sport Complex 
in the heart of Santa Cruz. 
There will be more than 160 
athletes competing, half 
of which are international 
participants from countries 
such as the USA, Sweden, 
Netherlands, Colombia, 
British Virgin Islands, Ven¬ 
ezuela, Suriname and Cu¬ 
racao. 

During the event, there will 
also be a vendor village in 
the Sports Complex with 
different products as well 
as apparel. Outside there 
will be food trucks offer¬ 
ing different dining options 
throughout the weekend. 
For the children there will 
be different activities and 



games outside to keep 
them entertained. 

The competition starts on 
Friday 5 PM with the first 
event, followed by a pa¬ 
rade of countries at 6.45PM. 
Saturday morning starts 
bright and early with a trail 
run at the Bushiribana Gold 
Mine Ruins, after which the 
athletes will move to the 
Renaissance Marketplace 
for a quick workout. 

In the afternoon the ac¬ 
tion continues at the Betico 
Croes Sport Complex. 

The competition contin¬ 


ues on Sunday morning at 
Eagle Beach, right next to 
Costa Linda. There will be 
outdoor events for the ath¬ 
letes and afterward they 
will finish their last workouts 
in the Sports Complex. 
There will be media present 
from the USA to cover this 
event, well-known vloggers 
in the CrossFit community 
known as The Buttery Bros. 
Entrance for the Betico 
Croes events is just $3 for 
both days and all outdoor 
events are completely 
freeO 
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NFL 

partners 

with 

DraftKings 
for daily 
fantasy 
sports 

By BEN NUCKOLS 
AP Sports Writer 

The NFL has joined with 
DraftKings as its provider for 
daily fantasy sports, mov¬ 
ing the league closer to a 
full embrace of legal sports 
betting. 

DraftKings began as a fan¬ 
tasy sports platform but 
now operates as a full- 
service sportsbook. The 
deal announced Thursday 
makes DraftKings the NFL’s 
“official daily fantasy part¬ 
ner." 

The league has joined with 
Caesars Palace for sports 
betting marketing, its first 
deal with a traditional ca¬ 
sino company. But the 
NFL remains the only ma¬ 
jor North American sports 
league not to designate a 
full-fledged sports betting 
partner. 

The NFL hasn’t closed off 
the possibility of such a 
deal and the partnership 
with DraftKings potentially 
gives the Boston-based 
firm an advantage. 

“The focus is to make sure 
that we're protecting the 
consumer and the integrity 
of the game,” said Renie 
Anderson, chief revenue 
officer and executive vice 
president of NFL partner¬ 
ships. “We're going to take 
our time, when we feel it’s 
ready and right to go into 
that space, that we've 
dotted all the I's and 
crossed all the T’s.” 

In daily fantasy, fans wager 
on the performance of indi¬ 
vidual players, rather than 
the outcome of the game. 
While regarded by many 
as a form of gambling, it is 
regulated differently than 
betting on the outcome of 
games, which is now legal 
in a dozen states. □ 
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Post-Bolt worlds: track enters new territory minus Usain 





In this Aug. 17, 2013, file photo, Jamaica's Usain Bolt celebrates winning gold in the men's 200-meter final at the World Athletics 
Championships in Moscow, Russia. 


By PAT GRAHAM 

AP Sports Writer 

DOHA, Qatar (AP) — A 

new era of track and field 
begins Friday at the world 
championships. 

For the first time since 2003, 
the sport’s biggest event 
outside the Olympics will 
take place without Usain 
Bolt. 

The effervescent Jamai¬ 
can, who made the sprints 
can't-miss entertainment 
any time he was on the 
track, has left a void since 
his retirement after worlds 
in 2017. 

But also created some new 
opportunities. 

“It's weird, because usually 
when he’s around, there’s 
a different energy. It’s al¬ 
most like pandemonium in 
a way,” said Justin Gatlin 
, who got the win in 2017, 
while Bolt finished a sur¬ 
prising third in his farewell 
100-meter race. “Now, you 
feel like everyone is an op¬ 


ponent. Everyone has their 
opportunity of being re¬ 
ally good and stepping up 
to the plate to be able to 
place." 

Also missing from these 
championships is South Af¬ 
rican middle-distance run¬ 
ner Caster Semenya, who 
is barred from defending 
her latest 800-meter world 
title in Doha because she 
has refused to follow new 
IAAF rules requiring her to 
medically reduce her natu¬ 
ral testosterone level to be 
allowed to compete in cer¬ 
tain races. 

The IAAF will award her a 
gold medal from the 2011 
worlds at a ceremony be¬ 
cause a Russian who fin¬ 
ished in front of her was 
disqualified. But Semenya is 
not expected to attend the 
ceremony. 

Over 10 high-heat and 
high-intensity days, athletes 
will offer a glimpse of what 
things might look like next 


year at the Tokyo Games. 
Bolt won’t be running there, 
either. 

Here are some people to 
know and top events to 
watch: 

GATLIN VS. COLEMAN VS. 
DE GRASSE 

Gatlin will have his work cut 
out for him in defending his 
100-meter title. First, he’s 37 
and going up against the 
next generation. Second, 
he felt something grab in 
his hamstring during a meet 
in Croatia in early Septem¬ 
ber (he said he's healthy). 
American teammate Chris¬ 
tian Coleman , who has the 
world’s leading time in the 
100 this year at 9.81 sec¬ 
onds, will be a formidable 
foe as he chases after a 
Bolt-like 100-200 double. 

It’s been a rocky summer 
for Coleman, who is eligible 
for worlds after the U.S. An¬ 
ti-Doping Agency dropped 
his case for missed tests 
because of a technicality. 


Associated Press 

Coleman's top rival in the 
200 is Noah Lyles, a 22-year- 
old who celebrates like Bolt 
— and runs like him, too. 
Don’t discount Canada’s 
Andre De Grasse , who 
captured silver (200) and 
bronze (100, 4x100) at the 
2016 Rio de Janeiro Olym¬ 
pics. 

On the women's side, 
American sprinterTori Bowie 
(100) and Dafne Schippers 
(200) of the Netherlands 
are out to defend their 
titles. Jamaicans Elaine 
Thompson and Shelly-Ann 
Fraser-Pryce are favored in 
the 100. Dina Asher-Smith 
of Britain is the one to beat 
in the 200. 

WIDE OPEN 800 
The lAAF’s stance on Se¬ 
menya and other female 
athletes affected by its 
new testosterone regula¬ 
tions was revealed in a 
decision published by the 
Switzerland-based Court 
of Arbitration for Sport. The 



medical process has been 
criticized as unethical by 
experts and Semenya has 
refused to take medication 
to alter what she calls her 
genetic gifts. 

At least two other run¬ 
ners, Francine Niyonsaba 
of Burundi and Margaret 
Wambui of Kenya — both 
Olympic medalists — say 
they also are affected 
by the rules. With none of 
those women in the lineup, 
Americans Ajee Wilson and 
Raevyn Rogers, along with 
Lynsey Sharp of Britain, are 
among the favorites. 

FELIX’S FORM 

Decorated sprinter Al- 
lyson Felix didn’t make 
the U.S. squad in an indi¬ 
vidual event as she works 
her way back from giving 
birth. But she was named 
to the 4x400 relay pool as 
the team tries to defend its 
title. She’s an 11-time world 
champion. 

Felix hasn’t competed that 
much since giving birth to 
her daughter, Camryn, in 
late November during an 
emergency C-section. The 
33-year-old Felix is looking 
toward Tokyo in hoping 
to make her fifth Olympic 
team. 

HURDLES FALLING? 

In the men’s 400-meter 
hurdles, Karsten Warholm 
of Norway, Abderrahman 
Samba of Qatar and Rai 
Benjamin of the U.S. are 
all making a run at Kevin 
Young's top mark of 46.78 
seconds that was set in 
1992. All three have run un¬ 
der the 47-second thresh¬ 
old over the last year or so. 
“We’ll see how it goes,” 
Benjamin said. 

HURDLES FALLING, PART II? 
In the women’s 400 hurdles, 
Olympic champion Dali- 
lah Muhammad broke the 
world record in the rain 
July 28 at the nationals in 
Des Moines, Iowa. Her time 
of 52.20 seconds was 0.14 
seconds faster than that by 
Yuliya Pechonkina of Russia 
on Aug. 8, 2003. 

That record could tum¬ 
ble again, with Ameri¬ 
can teammates Sydney 
McLaughlin, Ashley Spen¬ 
cer and reigning champion 
Kori Carter in the field. Zu- 
zana Hejnova of the Czech 
Republic could crash the 
party .□ 
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Disgruntled Jalen Ramsey 
Jags for birth of 2nd child 



In this June 11,2019, file photo, Jacksonville Jaguars cornerback 
Jalen Ramsey walks to the field for an NFL football practice in 
Jacksonville, Fla. 


By MARK LONG 
AP Sports Writer 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) 

— Disgruntled cornerback 
Jalen Ramsey has left the 
Jacksonville Jaguars to be 
with his family for the birth 
of his second child. 

The team made the sur¬ 
prising announcement 
with a statement from 
coach Doug Marrone on 
Wednesday night, adding 
to Ramsey’s ongoing trade 
saga. "Months ago in the 
offseason, Jalen notified 
me that he was expecting 
the birth of his second child 
in late September," Mar¬ 
rone said. "We spoke about 
this recently and again to¬ 
day after practice and de¬ 
cided that it was best for 
Jalen to fly to Nashville to¬ 
night after meetings to be 
with his family during the 
birth of their daughter. 

"He will return to the team 
when he's ready, and we 
will provide an update at 
that time." Ramsey's pater¬ 


nal leave — it's unclear how 
long he could be gone — is 
the latest twist in a weird 
week for Jacksonville's star 
cornerback. 

Ramsey missed practice 
Wednesday because of 
an apparent back injury 
that Marrone said he knew 
nothing about until earlier 
in the day. Marrone chuck¬ 
led through a series of 
questions about his star de¬ 
fender and said "his back 
got tight." 

"It's normal. His back has 
gotten tight before," Mar¬ 
rone said. "My back's tight, 
a couple guys' backs are 
tight. A couple guys have 
hamstrings. Everyone gets 
the stuff." 

But Ramsey's agent, Da¬ 
vid Mulugheta, told NFL 
Network that Ramsey re¬ 
ported back and ankle is¬ 
sues during last Thursday's 
game against Tennessee. 
Mulugheta said Ramsey 
also met with team trainers 
Friday to discuss his injuries. 


leaves 


The team responded by 
trying to clarify the mix-up, 
saying Ramsey reported 
back soreness to the team's 
medical staff during the 
fourth quarter of the 20-7 
victory over the Titans. But 
that information somehow 
didn't get relayed to Mar¬ 
rone. 

Ramsey also missed prac¬ 
tice Monday because of 
an apparent illness, fueling 
speculation that he was 
making up reasons to skip 
practice. That came a little 
more than a week after 
the disgruntled defender 
called his agent and said 
"my time is up here in Jack¬ 
sonville." 

The next day, Ramsey told 
a podcast featuring several 
NFL players that his trade re¬ 
quest stemmed from "some 
disrespectful things said on 
their end" in a meeting af¬ 
ter Jacksonville lost at Hous¬ 
ton on Sept. 15 — a game 
that included Ramsey and 
Marrone screaming at 


each other on the sideline. 
Several players have since 
confirmed that personnel 
chief Tom Coughlin ripped 
Ramsey outside the visit¬ 
ing locker room after the 
game. 

Ramsey confirmed his dis¬ 
contentment with the front 
office last week, but insisted 
he would play hard as long 
as he's still on the team. 

The Jaguars would prefer 
to keep Ramsey, believing 
it's unlikely for them to get 
equal value for one of the 
league’s top cornerbacks. 


Associated Press 

But they also have no idea 
how he will react mov¬ 
ing forward. The NFL trade 
deadline is Oct. 29. 
Jacksonville (1-2) plays at 
Denver (0-3) on Sunday. 

"I don't like to talk for play¬ 
ers, but one thing I don't 
have a problem saying 
about Jalen is that he loves 
football, loves football," 
Marrone said. "If he has 
the ability to play. I'd be 
of the understanding that 
he will play. The guy loves 
football and he loves his 
teammates. "□ 
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Chiefs' Patrick Mahomes more comfortable with his emotions 


By DAVE SKRETTA 
AP Sports Writer 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

Patrick Mahomes was put 
on his backside before he 
had time to blink, a mix-up 
along his offensive leav¬ 
ing one of the Baltimore 
Ravens' big defensive line¬ 
men with a clear path to 
the quarterback. 

A year ago, Mahomes 
probably would have 
picked himself up, made 
sure all his limbs were still at¬ 
tached, then walked back 
to the Kansas City Chiefs 
huddle to call another play. 
That wasn't the case at all 
last Sunday. 

No, the record-setting 
league MVP went right af¬ 
ter Austin Reiter, pointing 
his finger directly at the 
young center in equal parts 
instruction and admonish- 



Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) celebrates after completing a pass for a 
first down during the second half of an NFL football game against the Baltimore Ravens in Kansas 
City, Mo., Sunday, Sept. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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merit. 

It was the kind of move that 
quarterbacks such as Tom 
Brady and Aaron Rodg¬ 
ers, who have been in the 
game long enough to earn 
a certain measure of gravi- 
tas, are likely to make more 
so than a quarterback only 
in his second year as a 
starter. 

Mahomes’ teammates will 
say it's nothing new, that 
he has always been a feisty 
one. 

But there is a marked dif¬ 
ference in his willingness 
to put that emotion on dis¬ 
play this season. 

"He's competitive. He's the 
leader of that bunch. He's 
the one that's on the field," 
Chiefs coach Andy Reid 
said. 

"He wants certain things 
out of a play that as a play¬ 
er, you got to get those 
things done. That's where 
my trust in him and the 
other coaches' trust in him 
comes in." 

That's also why you'll see 
him giving his offensive line¬ 
men an occasional earful. 
It isn't just when things have 
gone sour that the emotion 
flows, though. 

Mahomes is usually right in 
the middle of touchdown 
celebrations, or pumping 
his fist after a big play. 

He's only bringing his own 
unique energy to the side¬ 
line, engendering confi¬ 
dence in everyone around 
him. 


"We hold each other ac¬ 
countable," Mahomes said. 
"It's not just me saying stuff 
to those guys. They will say 
stuff right back to me if I do 
something wrong." 
Mahomes said that is what 
makes the Kansas City 
locker room unique. 

People may point fingers, 
but it is always with the 
greater good in mind, and 
it is always followed by a 
high-five or a hug. 

Egos are checked at the 
door. Grudges are left to 
die. 

"I think we got the group of 
guys to play fast and have 
fun and play through each 
other," Chiefs wide receiv¬ 
er Sammy Watkins said. "It 
feels good to go out there 
and get a win." 

Even if it means having Ma¬ 
homes in your grill? 

"We see it all week during 
practice. I think this is the 
time where people be like, 
'Oh wow!’ 

But all week he goes 
through practice, tries 
these hard throws, and he 
comes into the game and 
literally he’s on point. We 
just looking like, 'Oh yeah, 
that's just Pat being Pat.'" 
Rarely does a quarterback 
have the confidence to 
take on such a leadership 
role so early in his career. 
Butin the case of Mahomes, 
the reason it has worked is 
twofold: He has the unde¬ 
niable talent to back up 
whatever he might say to 
anyone else on the field, 
and he grew up around 
professional sports as the 
son of big league ballplay¬ 
er Pat Mahomes — mean¬ 
ing any sense of awe went 
away long ago. 

Mahomes also has the 
kind of magnetic personal¬ 
ity, Chiefs tight end Travis 
Kelce said, that seems to 
draw everybody in. 

It's the kind of charisma 
that allows him to rip into 
you one play, then put your 
body on the line to protect 
his blindside on the very 
next play. 

"Everything's about our 
quarterback," Robinson 
said. 

"He's our head coach 
when we're on the field, he 
makes all the calls and we 
go out and try to execute 
for him.'O 
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Surging Brewers 
clinch playoff berth 
with win over Reds 
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Milwaukee Brewers' Ryan Braun watches his grand slam off Cincinnati Reds starting pitcher Tyler 
Mahle during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2019, in Cincinnati. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
CINCINNATI (AP) — The Mil¬ 
waukee Brewers wrapped 
up their second straight 
postseason appearance 
Wednesday night, with 
Ryan Braun's grand slam 
sparking a 9-2 victory over 
the Cincinnati Reds that 
also tightened the NL Cen¬ 
tral race. 

The Brewers have won six in 
a row and 17 of 19 despite 
losing MVP Christian Yelich 
to a broken kneecap, 
vaulting from also-ran to 
at least a wild card. There's 
more at their fingertips — 
the division-leading Cardi¬ 
nals lost again, slicing their 
lead over the Brewers to 1 
1/2 games. 

Milwaukee trails Washing¬ 
ton by one game for the 
wild card lead. 

The Brewers jogged onto 
the field and formed a 
scrum by second base af¬ 
ter when Junior Guerra 
got Christian Colon on a 
grounder for the final out. 
Braun had a solo shot in a 
4-2 win in the series open¬ 
er, and got the celebra¬ 
tion started early Wednes¬ 
day with his eighth career 
grand slam in the first in¬ 
ning. Teammates were on 
their feet, leaning against 
the dugout railing in an¬ 
ticipation of a big night, 
when he connected off Ty¬ 
ler Mahle (2-12). When Eric 
Thames followed with an¬ 
other homer. Brewers play¬ 
ers jubilantly smacked the 
green padding atop the 
dugout railing. Keston Hiura 
also connected off Mahle. 
Starter Jordan Lyles (12-8) 
contributed an infield sin¬ 
gle and scored a run during 
the Brewers' surge to an 8-1 
lead after three innings. 
Lyles gave up Eugenio 
Suarez's 49th homer, which 
moved him ahead of Mike 
Schmidt and Adrian Bel- 
tre for the modern NL re¬ 
cord by a third baseman. 
George Foster holds the 
club record of 52 in 1977. 
NATIONALS 5, PHILLIES 3 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Wilmer Difo drove in the 
go-ahead run with an RBI 


single in the seventh in¬ 
ning and Anibal Sanchez 
pitched seven solid innings 
to help Washington beat 
Philadelphia. 

The Nationals maintained 
a one-game lead over Mil¬ 
waukee in the race for the 
top NL wild card. 
Washington faced a 2-1 
deficit when Asdrubal Ca¬ 
brera singled and Yan 
Gomes doubled with one 
out in the seventh. Victor 
Robles followed with a sac¬ 
rifice fly that tied it. Difo, 
who was making his first 
start since May 16, followed 
with a single to right-center 
off reliever Mike Morin (1-3) 
that scored Gomes. 

Howie Kendrick and Brian 
Dozier homered for the Na¬ 
tionals. Sanchez (11-8) al¬ 
lowed two runs and six hits, 
striking out seven without a 
walk. Sean Doolittle earned 
his first save since a stint on 
the injured list. He pitched 
a scoreless ninth for his 29th 
save in 35 attempts and first 
since Aug. 16. 

Brad Miller homered for the 
Phillies. 

DIAMONDBACKS 9, CARDI¬ 
NALS 7 

PHOENIX (AP) — Pinch- 
hitter Paul Goldschmidt 
grounded into a game¬ 
ending double play with 
two runners on the base 
and NL Central-leading St. 
Louis fell short in a ninth¬ 
inning rally against Arizona. 
St. Louis and Arizona were 
back on the field about 11 
hours after the Diamond- 
backs' 3-2 victory in 19 in¬ 
nings, a game that took 
nearly seven hours. Cardi¬ 
nals starter Michael Wacha 
was pulled in the second 
inning with tightness in his 
right shoulder. 

Errors by rookie third base- 
man Tommy Edman and 
catcher Matt Wieters 
helped Arizona score sev¬ 
en times in the sixth for a 9-5 
lead. Wilmer Flores hom¬ 
ered during the burst. 

The Cardinals loaded the 
bases with one out in the 
ninth and Matt Wieters 
hit a two-run single. Gold¬ 
schmidt, who homered in 
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the first two games of the 
series in his return to the 
desert, hit a grounder off 
former and teammate Ar¬ 
chie Bradley and Arizona 
turned two to end it. 

Merrill Kelly (13-14) exited 
trailing 5-2 after six innings 
and wound up with the 
win. Bradley got his 17th 
save. Reliever Junior Fer¬ 
nandez (0-1) took the loss. 
Cardinals rookie outfielder 
Randy Arozarena hit his first 
major league home run, 
stole home and threw out 
a runner at third base. 
PIRATES 4, CUBS 2 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — The col¬ 
lapsing Chicago Cubs were 
eliminated from playoff 
contention shortly before 
losing their eighth straight 
game, falling to Pittsburgh. 
Back-to-back wild pitch¬ 
es by David Phelps in the 
eighth inning enabled Pitts¬ 
burgh to score the winning 
run. Just before Phelps' 
bout with wildness, Milwau¬ 
kee clinched the second 
NL wild card with a victory 
at Cincinnati. The Cubs will 
miss the playoffs for the first 
time since 2014. 

Chicago's skid included 
four one-run defeats at the 
hands of NL Central-lead¬ 
ing St. Louis last weekend. 
Phelps entered in relief 
with the score tied 2-2 and 
walked Pablo Reyes to put 
runners on first and second 
with one out. Jose Osuna 
drew a walk from Brad 
Wieck (1-2) before scoring 


on the wild pitches, and 
Erik Gonzalez added a sac¬ 
rifice fly. 

Michael Feliz (4-4) pitched 
the eighth, and Keone Kela 
worked the ninth for his first 
save. 

METS 10, MARLINS 3 

NEW YORK (AP) — Pete 
Alonso hit his major league- 
high 51st home run, one 
short of the rookie record, 
and Jacob deGrom made 
his last overpowering pitch 
for a repeat Cy Young 
Award as New York routed 
Miami in an easy win that 
wasn't enough to keep the 
Mets in the playoff hunt. 
New York was eliminated 
from the NL wild-card race 
when Milwaukee secured 
the league's final postsea¬ 
son berth by completing 
a 9-2 victory in Cincinnati 
as the Mets batted in the 
eighth. 

Alonso hit a three-run shot 
off rookie Robert Dugger 
(0-4) to make it 7-0 in the 
second. In his final sched¬ 
uled start of the season, 
deGrom (11-8) got some 
rare extensive run support 
and allowed only two hits 
in seven shutout innings. He 
walked one and struck out 
seven to increase his NL- 
leading total to 255. 

GIANTS 2, ROCKIES 1 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Jaylin Davis hit his first ca¬ 
reer home run to end it with 
one out in the ninth, send¬ 
ing San Francisco past Col¬ 
orado. Will Smith (6-0) struck 


out the side in the ninth for 
the win before Davis con¬ 
nected on a 3-2 pitch from 
DJ Johnson (0-2). 

Kevin Pillar hit an RBI single 
in the third for San Fran¬ 
cisco. The Rockies tied it 
with an unearned run in 
the seventh after Raimel 
Tapia reached on shortstop 
Brandon Crawford's throw¬ 
ing error and Josh Fuen- 
tes scored on first base- 
man Brandon Belt's missed 
catch. 

Stephen Vogt stole two 
bases, doubling his career 
total, while Mike Yastrzem- 
ski extended his on-base 
streak to 16 games with a 
walk in the third. 

DODGERS 6, PADRES 4 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Joe 
Pederson homered twice, 
including his franchise- 
record ninth leadoff shot, 
and pinch-hitter Edwin Rios 
had a tiebreaking shot in 
the seventh to help Los An¬ 
geles beat San Diego. 

Chris Taylor also homered 
for the Dodgers, who have 
won three straight and four 
of five. 

Dylan Floro (5-3) got the 
last out of the sixth for the 
win. Kenley Jansen pitched 
the ninth for his 32nd save. 
Ross Stripling went three in¬ 
nings, allowing three runs 
and four hits while striking 
out seven and walking one. 
Dinelson Lamet struck out 
10 in five innings while al¬ 
lowing four runs and six hits, 
with two walks. □ 
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Twins clinch AL Central with win over Tigers, Cleveland loss 



Minnesota Twins left fielder Eddie Rosario (20) catches a Detroit Tigers' Willi Castro fly ball in the eighth inning of a baseball game in 
Detroit, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2019. 


By The Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) —Luis Arraez 
and Eddie Rosario hom- 
ered, Randy Dobnak al¬ 
lowed one hit in six innings 
and Minnesota beat De¬ 
troit, then won the AL Cen¬ 
tral title when Cleveland 
lost to the White Sox in Chi¬ 
cago. 

Minnesota earned its first 
division title since 2010 and 
only its second postseason 
appearance since then. 
The Twins (98-60) have their 
highest victory total since 
the 1970 team also won 98 
games. 

Dobnak (2-1) allowed no 
scoring after an unearned 
run in the first. Arraez hit a 
two-run homer in the sev¬ 
enth off Drew VerHagen (4- 
3). Nelson Cruz added an 
RBI single in the eighth, and 
Rosario's two-run shot that 
inning made it 5-1. 

The Tigers (46-111) are as¬ 
sured of baseball’s worst 
record and the No. 1 pick 
in next year's draft. 

ASTROS 3, MARINERS 0 
SEATTLE (AP) — Zack Grein- 
ke came within two outs of 
pitching the third no-hitter 
by Houston this year, losing 
his bid on a single by Seat¬ 
tle rookie Austin Nola in the 
ninth inning. 

Greinke (18-5) was in com¬ 
plete control while trying 
for his first career no-hitter. 
He drew cheers from the 


orange-shirted Astros fans 
when he took the mound 
to begin the ninth and re¬ 
tired Tom Murphy on a 
grounder. 

Nola, in an 0-for-16 slump, 
was up next and dumped 
a liner into shallow left-cen¬ 
ter field. Center fielder Jake 
Marisnick made a diving 
attempt but came up well 
short and pounded his fist 
on his leg. 

Greinke gave up another 
single to Tim Lopes and was 
replaced after throwing 
108 pitches. Will Harris got 
his third save. 

Houston posted its fran¬ 
chise-high 104th win and 
moved one step closer 
to home-field advantage 
throughout the postseason. 
Greinke struck out nine and 
walked one. 

Houston got all the runs it 
needed in the first inning. 
George Springer singled to 
lead off the game against 
Yusei Kikichi. Alex Bregman 
and Yordan Alvarez fol¬ 
lowed with RBI doubles for 
a quick 2-0 lead. Kikuchi (6- 
11) settled down and held 
Houston scoreless over the 
next five innings, striking out 
four with no walks. 

Kyle Tucker made it 3-0 with 
a solo home run in the top 
of the ninth. 

WHITE SOX 8, INDIANS 3 
CHICAGO (AP) — Shane 
Bieber got tagged early 


and Cleveland lost ground 
in the AL wild-card race, 
falling to Chicagot. The In¬ 
dians' loss clinched the AL 
Central title for Minnesota. 
Cleveland lost for the sec¬ 
ond time in its last nine tries 
and dropped l'A games 
behind Tampa Bay for the 
second AL wild-card spot. 

A throwing error by first 
baseman Carlos Santana 
put the Indians behind at 
the start. Bieber (15-8) had 
won three in a row, but al¬ 
lowed five runs — three 
earned — on 10 hits in 5 2/3 
innings. 

Jose Ramirez hit a solo 
home run for Cleveland. 
On Tuesday night, in his first 
two plate appearances 
after missing a month with 
a broken hand, he hit a 
grand slam and a three-run 
homer. 

Tim Anderson matched a 
career high with four hits 
and scored two runs for 
Chicago. Ross Detwiler (3- 
5) was the winner. 

RAYS 4, YANKEES 0 
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) 
— Charlie Morton and the 
Tampa Bay bullpen com¬ 
bined on a one-hitter and 
the Rays held their lead 
in the AL wild-card race, 
beating New York. 

Tampa Bay is in the second 
wild-card spot, 114 games 
ahead of Cleveland and 
a half-game behind Oak- 


Associated Press 

land. The Rays swept a 
two-game series from the 
102-win Yankees, holding 
them to DJ LeMahieu's soft, 
clean single to right field 
with two outs in the sixth in¬ 
ning off Morton (16-6). 
Morton struck out nine and 
walked three in six innings. 
Four relievers finished it out 
for the Rays. 

Joey Wendle homered on 
the third pitch from opener 
Jonathan Loaisiga (2-2). 
BRAVES 10, ROYALS 2 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) 
— Josh Donaldson had a 
career-high three doubles 
while driving in four runs, 
Dansby Swanson had a 
career-high four hits while 
driving in two, and NL East 
champion Atlanta cruised 
past Kansas City. 

With their playoff seed se¬ 
cure and nothing on the 
line, the Braves sent reliever 
Josh Tomlin to the mound 
for his first start of the sea¬ 
son. Luke Jackson (9-2) was 
among six relievers to go 
the rest of the way, help¬ 
ing the Braves snap a four- 
game skid to the Royals. 
Jacob Barnes (1-4) took the 
loss. 

RED SOX 10, RANGERS 3 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 

Christian Vazquez, Mitch 
Moreland and Rafael De- 
vers homered, and Rick 
Porcello won what could 
be his final start for Boston. 


Porcello (14-12), who will 
be a free agent, allowed 
all three runs on six hits, no 
walks and two hit batters in 
six innings. 

He matched a season high 
with eight strikeouts and re¬ 
tired his last 11 batters. 
Vazquez broke a third- 
inning tie with a two-run 
homer. 

It was Boston’s 239rd homer 
this season, breaking the 
franchise record set in 2003. 
Moreland also hit a two-run 
homer in the sixth inning. 
Devers hit a solo shot in the 
seventh. Kolby Allard (4-2) 
was the loser. 

BLUE JAYS 3, ORIOLES 2 
TORONTO (AP) — Rowdy 
Tellez hit two solo home 
runs, Jacob Waguespack 
pitched six shutout innings 
and Toronto beat Balti¬ 
more. 

Tellez hit a leadoff drive 
against right-hander Gabri¬ 
el Ynoa (1-10) in the fourth, 
then followed up with an 
opposite-field shot off left¬ 
hander Paul Fry to begin 
the sixth. 

Billy McKinney got Toronto 
started with the first leadoff 
home run of his career, lin¬ 
ing Ynoa's second pitch of 
the game over the wall in 
right. Waguespack (5-5) al¬ 
lowed four hits, all singles. 
Ken Giles struck out the 
side in the ninth for his 22nd 
save. 

ATHLETICS 3, ANGELS 2 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 

Matt Chapman hit a two- 
run homer with one out in 
the ninth inning and Oak¬ 
land boosted their playoff 
chances, rallying past Los 
Angeles. 

Oakland remained a half¬ 
game ahead of Tampa 
Bay for the first AL wild-card 
spot. 

Cleveland fell two games 
behind the A's. 

Ramon Laureano also hom¬ 
ered and the A's avoided 
their first three-game losing 
streak since July 24-26. 
Joakim Soria (2-4) threw 
one inning of scoreless re¬ 
lief, and Liam Hendriks got 
his 24th save. 

Hansel Robles (5-1) took the 
loss. 

Kaleb Cowart had an RBI 
double and Taylor Ward hit 
a solo homer, but the An¬ 
gels lost seven of their final 
eight games to the A's.Q 












Team World’s Nick Kyrgios serves a ball to Team Europe’s Roger 
Federer during their match at the Laver Cup tennis event in 
Geneva, Switzerland, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2019. 
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Kyrgios handed 
suspended 16-week 
ban by ATP Tour 


LONDON (AP) — Nick Kyr¬ 
gios has been handed a 
suspended 16-week ban 
from the ATP Tour follow¬ 
ing an investigation into his 
abusive behavior in a tour¬ 
nament in Cincinnati last 
month. 

The Australian player in¬ 
sulted a chair umpire and 
left the court to smash two 
rackets during a second- 
round loss at the Western & 
Southern Open, after which 
the ATP fined him $113,000 
for committing a total of 
eight separate offenses. 
The ATP looked into Kyr¬ 
gios' actions and conclud¬ 
ed that he “committed ag¬ 
gravated behavior under 
the Player Major Offense” 
provision. 


The tour fined him $25,000 
and banned him for 16 
weeks, sanctions which 
will only be applied if he 
commits similar acts of 
bad behavior in the next 
six months. He must also 
agree to receive contin¬ 
ued support from a “men¬ 
tal coach” while compet¬ 
ing at events, and getting 
additional help in the off¬ 
season from a specialist in 
behavioral management. 
The ATP said it also looked 
into comments by Kyrgios 
at the US Open, where he 
said the ATP was “pretty 
corrupt," but determined 
the remarks did not con¬ 
stitute a “major offense" 
and hasn’t applied further 
penalties.Q 


Murray loses to 
De Minaur in 2nd 
round in Zhuhai 


ZHUHAI, China (AP) —Andy 
Murray’s singles comeback 
hit another roadblock as 
he lost 4-6, 6-2, 6-4 to Alex 
de Minaur of Australia in 
the second round of the 
Zhuhai Championships on 
Thursday. 

Murray won his first tour-lev- 
el match since having hip 
surgery in January when 
he beat Tennys Sandgren 
on Tuesday but couldn't 
follow that up despite win¬ 
ning the first set, as he only 
converted two of his nine 
break points. 

Top-seeded Stefanos Tsitsi- 
pas also exited the tourna¬ 
ment as he was forced to 


retire before the third set 
against Adrian Mannarino 
of France. He had called 
for a trainer twice during 
the match. Andreas Seppi 
of Italy advanced after 
saving five match points 
in the deciding tiebreaker 
before beating local favor¬ 
ite Zhang Zhizhen 7-6 (4), 
4-6, 7-6 (8). 

Also, Croatia’s Borna Coric, 
who beat Wu Di of China 
6-3, 6-3. In another mara¬ 
thon match at the Cheng¬ 
du Open, unseeded Belar¬ 
usian Egor Gerasimov up¬ 
set top-seeded John Isner 
6-7 (11), 7-6 (5), 7-6 (4) to 
reach the quarterfinalsO 
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L.A. Galaxy midfielder Jonathan dos Santos (8) collides with Real Salt Lake midfielder Damir 
Kreilach (8) during an MLS soccer match Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2019, in Sandy, Utah. 

Associated Press 


L.A. Galaxy earn playoff spot, 
beating Real Salt Lake 2-1 


By The Associated Press 
SANDY, Utah (AP) — Cris- 
tian Pavon and Zlatan Ibra- 
himovic scored in the sec¬ 
ond-half goal and Los An¬ 
geles beat Real Salt Lake 
2-1 on Wednesday night 
for the Galaxy's first playoff 
berth since 2016. 
Ibrahimovic has 28 goals 
this season, two behind 
LAFC’s Carlos Vela for the 
MLS lead. 

Pavon struck first for Los An¬ 
geles (16-13-3) in the 50th 
minute, off an assist from 
Ibrahimovic. Los Angeles 
made it 2-0 in the 80th on 
Ibrahimovic’s shot 13 yards 
out, with Pavon earning an 
assist. 

Nedum Onuoha scored for 
Real Salt Lake (14-13-5) in 
the 89th. 

MINNESOTA UNITED 2, 
SPORTING KANSAS CITY 1 
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Os- 

valdo Alonso and Hassani 
Dotson each scored late in 
the second half and Min¬ 
nesota United beat Sport¬ 
ing Kansas City to earn a 
playoff spot for the first time 
in club history. 

Alonso tied it in the 70th, 
and Dotson put Minnesota 
(15-10-7) ahead in the 90th. 
Botond Barath scored for 
Kansas City (10-15-7) in the 
seventh minute. Sporting 
was eliminated from play¬ 
off contention. 

NEW YORK CITY FC 4, AT¬ 
LANTA UNITED 1 
NEW YORK (AP) — Alex- 


andru Mitrita scored three 
times in a 20-minute span 
in the first half in New York 
City’s victory over Atlanta. 
Mitrita scored in the 14th, 
23rd and 34th minutes. 
Heber added a goal for 
NYCFC (17-5-10) in the 87th. 
Gonzalo Pity Martinez 
scored for Atlanta (17-12-3) 
in the 53rd. 

TIMBERS 2, REVOLUTION 2 
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — Jer¬ 
emy Ebobisse scored a pair 
of goals for Portland but 
a stoppage-time penalty 
kick gave New England a 
draw. The Timbers (13-13- 
6) have just two victories 
in their last eight games 
— all of which have been 
played at home. Portland 
had gone 319 minutes with¬ 
out a goal before Ebobisse 
broke through with his first 
in the 49th minute. 

Carles Gil converted on 
the penalty kick, awarded 
after video review. The 
draw extended the Revolu¬ 
tion's winless streak to five 
games. 

Both teams were still jock¬ 
eying to make the playoffs 
with two games remaining. 
The Timbers went into the 
match sitting at eighth in 
the Western Conference 
and just outside playoff 
picture, but Philadelphia’s 
2-1 victory over San Jose 
Wednesday night pushed 
Portland up the table to 
sixth. 

The Revolution (10-10-12) 


were just above the line in 
seventh in the East. 
Ebobisse’s first goal came 
off a well-placed cross 
by Jorge Villafana. New 
England goalkeeper Brad 
Knighton, who started 
in place of Matt Turner, 
couldn't reach it in time. 
New England avoided the 
shutout with Gustavo Bou’s 
goal in the 87th minute. 
VAR determined Larrys Ma- 
biala fouled Wilfried Zahibo 
in stoppage time and Gil 
converted, beating Clark. 
LAFC 3, DYNAMO 1 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Car¬ 
los Vela extended his lead 
for the Golden Boot with 
his 30th goal of the season 
and Los Angeles FC de¬ 
feated Houston to win the 
Supporters’ Shield. 

LAFC (20-4-8) snapped a 
five-game winless stretch — 
with four draws — to clinch 
the regular-season points 
title. Vela scored on a pen¬ 
alty shot in the 23rd minute. 
Diego Rossi gave Los Ange¬ 
les FC a 2-1 advantage in 
the 70th on a header nine 
yards out from the right side 
of the box. Eduard Atuesta 
sealed it in the 82nd with a 
shot 24 yards out from the 
edge of the box. 

Houston scored on Tyler 
Miller's own goal in the 
28th. 

LAFC outshot the Dynamo 
(11-17-4) 20 to 10, with nine 
shots on goal to four for 
Houston. □ 
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Uber adds more services to its app in its quest for profit 



In this Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2019, file photo Dara Khosrowshahi, CEO of Uber, speaks at the 
Bloomberg Global Business Forum in New York. 


By MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Uber is cramming more 
services into its ride-hailing 
app as it explores ways to 
generate more revenue 
and finally turn a profit. 

The makeover announced 
Thursday includes force- 
feeding its food delivery 
service, “Eats,” into the 
Uber app that millions of 
people use to summon a 
ride. That means Uber users 
who don’t already have 
the “Eats” app may now 
be asked whether they 
want to order some food in 
the ride-hailing app. 

Uber also will start making 
other changes to the ride- 
hailing app as part of its ef¬ 
fort to create an “operat¬ 
ing system for life," accord¬ 
ing to company CEO Dara 
Khosrowshahi. 

“This is a big change for 
us, but we, as a company, 
have never been afraid of 
big changes,” Khosrow¬ 
shahi said. Although Khos¬ 
rowshahi didn’t mention it, 
Uber is under intensifying 
pressure to start making 
money. With the excep¬ 


tion of when it has gener¬ 
ated a windfall by selling 
a part of the company, 
Uber has done nothing but 
lose money since its incep¬ 
tion, while also pioneering 
a way for people to easily 
find someone come pick 
them up at prices that un¬ 
dercut traditional taxis. 


With its losses still mounting, 
Uber’s stock has plunged 
by nearly 30% since pric¬ 
ing its shares at $45 apiece 
when it became a publicly 
held company in May . The 
stock gained 8 cents to 
$31.76 in Thursday's after¬ 
noon trading. 

In an effort to reverse its 


Associated Press 

losses, Uber has been grad¬ 
ually raising the cost of 
rides and becoming more 
aggressive it its attempts 
to plumb new sources of 
revenue. That has included 
food delivery and help¬ 
ing passengers find other 
means of fransportation on 
bikes and scooters. Uber 


Coming soon: Alexa in your ear and on your finger 



Dave Limp, senior vice president for Amazon devices & services, talks about Echo 
Buds, the tech company's new wireless earbuds product, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 
2019, during an event in Seattle. 

Associated Press 


By JOSEPH PISANI 
AP Retail Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Amazon wants 
Alexa everywhere. The online shop¬ 
ping giant said Wednesday that 
it will soon start selling wireless ear- 
buds, finger rings and prescription 
eyeglasses with its Alexa voice as¬ 
sistant built in. The goal: Get Alexa 
outside the home and wherever 
customers are. 

“You can have Alexa with you 
24/7,” said Werner Goertz, a person¬ 
al technology analyst at Gartner. 

It also launched its first celebrity 
voice for Alexa: actor Samuel L. 
Jackson. For $4.99, Alexa users can 
now ask Jackson to sing them hap¬ 
py birthday or tell them the weath¬ 
er. There will be a “clean” version 
for those who don’t want to hear 
Jackson curse. Amazon said other 
celebrity voices will be added next 
year. While Amazon has succeeded 
in getting people to buy its voice- 
activated Echo speakers for their 
living rooms or kitchen counters, 
it hasn’t found fhaf same success 
outside the home. Rivals Apple and 
Google have smartphones, watch¬ 
es and other devices that have their 


voice assistants built in. But Ama¬ 
zon’s smartphone failed fo cafch on 
and was discontinued several years 
ago. With the Echo Buds, which cost 
$130, users can order an Uber ride or 
find the nearest coffee shop as they 
stroll down the street. And later this 
year. Whole Foods shoppers wear¬ 
ing the black buds can ask Alexa 
what aisle they can find canned to¬ 


matoes or other groceries. 

Its Echo Frames eyeglasses and 
Echo Loop ring can do similar tasks, 
but both have a button that needs 
to be pressed before speaking to Al¬ 
exa. For now, Amazon said it will sell 
a limited number of the glasses and 
rings to those invited to buy them 
and provide feedback on improv¬ 
ing fhem.Q 



Eats has proven popular, 
with revenue surging 80% 
during the first half of fhis 
yearto$l.l billion. But Uber 
remains mired in a morass 
of red ink, with losses of 
$6.2 billion during the first 
half of this year. 

Most of fhaf setback re¬ 
flected nearly $4 billion in 
employee stock compen¬ 
sation that it had to record 
as part of ifs initial public 
offering, but even without 
that accounting expense, 
the San Francisco compa¬ 
ny still isn't close to making 
money, much to the dis¬ 
may of investors. 

So, Uber will be rolling out 
a new menu of services in 
its ride-hailing app. It has 
already been testing the 
concept among some us¬ 
ers in the U.S., Europe and 
Australia within the ride- 
hailing app’s map section, 
but now it will create a 
new gateway at the bot¬ 
tom of the app. Users of 
the ride-hailing app will get 
the new services feature, 
whether they want it or not, 
according to the compa¬ 
ny. Eats will be included in 
the newly created menu, 
and at times Uber may ask 
a user if they want to order 
some food from a nearby 
restaurant participating in 
the service. Depending on 
user reaction, Uber may 
add other services, such as 
a supermarket delivering 
groceries. 

In a recent research report, 
FISBC analyst Masha Kahn 
predicted Uber also could 
team up with department 
store chains, banks and 
digital subscription servic¬ 
es with a variety of offers 
served up through the ride- 
hailing app. Even if Uber is 
able to bring in more rev¬ 
enue with a new range of 
services, it still may face a 
long road to profitability. It 
still faces a number of con¬ 
cerns about the safety of 
its services, and California 
recently approved a new 
law that could force it to 
end its practice of classify¬ 
ing its drivers as indepen¬ 
dent contracts and treat 
them as full-time employ¬ 
ees instead. That could re¬ 
quire Uber to begin paying 
a variety of new benefits 
that would dramatically in¬ 
crease its expensesO 
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US stock indexes move lower as investors play defense 



In this Sept. 18, 2019, file photo floor governor Michael Smyth works at the New York Stock 
Exchange. 


By ALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press 

Health care and energy 
companies helped pull 
stocks lower on Wall Street 
Thursday as the start of the 
impeachment inquiry into 
President Donald Trump 
and new government data 
showing slower U.S. eco¬ 
nomic growth put investors 
in a selling mood. 

Health insurers were 
among the biggest losers 
in afternoon trading. John¬ 
son & Johnson slid 1.8% 
and UnitedHealth Group 
dropped 2.7%. Energy 
stocks slumped broadly as 
crude oil prices headed 
lower. Chevron lost 2.1%. 
Technology stocks also fell. 
The sector has been volatile 
all week amid investor con¬ 
cerns about the U.S.-China 
trade war and upcoming 
negotiations in October. 
Cisco Systems fell 2.3% and 
Nvidia dropped 1.5%. 
Facebook fell 2.4% and 
dragged communications 
stocks lower. The company 
could find itself the target 
of another antitrust investi¬ 
gation, this time by the Jus¬ 
tice Department, accord¬ 
ing to Bloomberg. 

Banks also declined along 
with falling bond yields. 
Consumer product makers 
and utilities were among 
the few sectors making 
broad gains in a sign that 
investors were shifting mon¬ 
ey into lower-risk holdings. 
Bond prices rose and pulled 


down the yield on the 10- 
year Treasury to 1.68% from 
1.73% late Wednesday. 

The U.S. congressional in¬ 
quiry into President Trump is 
throwing more volatility into 
an already sensitive mar¬ 
ket, particularly on trade is¬ 
sues. U.S. and Chinese rep¬ 
resentatives are expected 
to meet next month to ne¬ 
gotiate a way out of the 
economically damaging 
feud. 

Chinese importers have set 
deals to buy American soy¬ 
beans and pork as the gov¬ 
ernments make conciliato¬ 
ry gestures ahead of trade 
talks and Trump has sug¬ 
gested a trade deal could 


happen soon. Nonetheless, 
investors remain cautious. 
Separately, Japan and the 
U.S. signed a deal covering 
agricultural, industrial and 
digital trade, but it kept 
auto tariffs unchanged. 
Meanwhile, the Com¬ 
merce Department report¬ 
ed that the U.S. economy 
grew at a modest 2% in the 
second quarter, a sharply 
lower pace than the 3%- 
plus growth rates seen over 
the past year. 

Outside of trade and poli¬ 
tics, investors are getting 
ready for the close of the 
third quarter and more cor¬ 
porate earnings reports. 
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 


Associated Press 

500 index was down 0.5% 
as of 1:27 p.m. Eastern time. 
The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average fell 105 points, or 
0.4%, to 26,864. The Nas¬ 
daq dropped 0.9%. Smaller 
company stocks bore the 
brunt of the selling, sending 
the Russell 2000 down 1.1%. 
Major stock indexes in Eu¬ 
rope moved broadly high¬ 
er on a relatively quiet day 
for international economic 
news. 

TAKING A DIP: The S&P 500 
and Nasdaq are each 
on track for their second 
straight weekly loss as vola¬ 
tile trading around trade 
issues takes its toll. The late 
September slide has been 


cutting into quarterly gains 
for the S&P 500 and all but 
erased the Nasdaq’s third- 
quarter gain. 

BUSTED RUDDER: Carni¬ 
val sank 8.7%, the biggest 
loser in the S&P 500, after 
the cruise line operator 
cut its 2019 profit forecast 
because of a spike in fuel 
costs. Crude oil prices have 
risen more than 23% this 
year on mix of high supplies 
and tensions between the 
U.S. and Iran. Other cruise 
operators also declined. 
Norwegian Cruise Line slid 
3.5% and Royal Caribbean 
Cruises fell 2.6%. 

FEEDING INVESTORS: 

Conagra Brands rose 4.9% 
after the food maker re¬ 
ported a surprisingly good 
first quarter profit. The com¬ 
pany cited a solid sales in¬ 
crease in frozen foods and 
a benefit from last year's 
purchase of Pinnacle 
Foods. 

GREEN ARCHES: Beyond 
Meat jumped 11.1% as 
McDonald’s started sell¬ 
ing the company’s plant- 
based burger in Ontario. 
The world’s largest burger 
chain will offer the PLT, or 
the plant, lettuce and to¬ 
mato burger, for 12 weeks 
in 28 locations in South¬ 
western Ontario by the end 
of the month. The move pits 
Beyond Meat and McDon¬ 
ald’s against Burger King, 
which is selling a plant- 
based Impossible Foods 
burger at its locations.Q 


Pending home sales rebound in a hopeful sign for housing 



In this Aug. 16, 2019, photo an under contract sign displayed by 
home in Richmond, Va. 


By BANI SAPRA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — More 
Americans signed con¬ 
tracts to buy homes in Au¬ 
gust, signaling that low 
mortgage rates may spark 
a sustained turnaround for 
the housing market. The 
National Association of Re¬ 
altors said Thursday that its 
pending home sales index 
rose 1.6% to 107.3 in Au¬ 
gust. Pending home sales, 
which reflect purchases 
that are usually completed 
a month or two later, are 
up 2.5% from their pace a 
year ago. Lower borrow¬ 
ing costs have been slowly 
boosting buyer demand. 
Persistently high prices, driv¬ 


en up by a tight supply of 
available homes, had pre¬ 
viously blunted the benefits 
of low mortgage rates. De¬ 
mand has fluctuated slight- 


Associated Press 

ly over the past few months 
as home prices have risen, 
with contract activity dip¬ 
ping in July. Many econo¬ 
mists say they are optimistic 


that low mortgage rates will 
reverse the trend. Daniel 
Silver, an economist at JP 
Morgan Chase Bank, said 
the index was another sign 
that the housing market 
may be regaining momen¬ 
tum. “Many other housing 


indicators also have firmed 
(to varying degrees) this 
year, and we think that 
the drop in mortgage rates 
relative to late last year has 
helped boost activity in the 
housing market,” Silver said 
in a note. □ 



AH Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airoo, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms). 
Swimming Pool. Gym. Library, Laundry Room & BBO Sets. Less than 1 mile From 
Eagle 8each & 4 Large Supermarkets. Feel Free to contact or visit us. Mon-Fri: 
8am - 7pm. Set & Sun: dam ■ 5pm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697 
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-880-415-1095 (loll free] 

Calls from The Nedeiands: 085-009-0210 (toll free) 
Schotlandslraat 70, Qranjestad, Aruba 

Email: inro@arubaqualityaparlnnente.oom 
_ Website: www.arubgciualilyebartmente.com _ 









fjfeDAY 


FRIDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 


^ICOMICS 


Mutts 



6 Chix 



Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 


REMEMBER ¥OU TOU> 
ME I'D ©ET A Bl<5> 
BUCKET OF P066IE 
TREATS IF I PASSED 
OBEDIENCE SCHOOL? 



Baby Blues 



Zits 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Leave high and 
abandon 
4 Fills a suitcase 
9 Part of the foot 

13 On the house 

14 By oneself 

15 Story 

16 Remove from 
office 

17 Redundancy 

19 “What Kind of 
Fool _?” 

20 Mount 

21 Orange peels 

22 Passed out cards 

24 In favor of 

25 Lard 

27 Most rational 

30 Dressing choice 

31 Pitt & Garrett 

33"_Just Not That 

Into You”; Aniston 
film 

35 Eczema 
symptom 

36 Measuring device 

37 Letter style 

38 Boston cream _ 

39 Cracker spreads 

40 Actress Garbo 

41 Academy Awards 

43 Flamboyant; 
showy 

44 Word after 
women’s or ad 

45 Freshwater fish 

46 Off _; 
intermittent 

49 Panama hat 
material 

51 Curved bone 
54 Hairdresser 

56 “What’s My _?” 
of old TV 

57 Be flexible 

58 Pick-me-up 

59 _ in a while; 
occasionally 

60 Periods in history 

61 In _; chic 

62 Word of disgust 

DOWN 

1 Percussion 
instrument 

2 Homes 

3 “Not words to 
the impatient 
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4 Early release 

5 Open-eyed 

6 Police officers 

7 Part of the leg 

8 “Ready, y go!” 

9 Clothing 

10 Parade spoiler 

11 Lump of dirt 

12 Barnyard birds 

13 Actor Barrett 
18 Presses 

20 _ browns; 
breakfast dish 

23 Apiece 

24 Lose color 

25 Tight hold 

26 Numerical 
comparison 

27 Hangs limply 

28 Ona_; with 
barely enough 
money 

29 First extra inning 

31 Cave dwellers 

32 Regret 
34 Remain 

36 Apparel 

37 German wife 

39 Artist’s purchase 

40 Shine 
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42 Cirri 

43 Neighbor of 
Belgium 

45 Remain behind 

46 Singer/actress _ 
Lane 

47 At no time, to a 
poet 

48 Comic Carvey 


49 Inverness native 

50 Wee 

52 Linear measure 

53 Mayberry 
resident 

55 “Don’t judge 
a book by_ 
cover” 

56 Rawls or Dobbs 
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Volunteers conserve vulnerable sea 
turtles in remote Panama 



In this Sept. 21, 2019 photo, a olive ridley sea turtle arrives to lay her eggs on a beach in Jaque, 
Panama. 


By ARNULFO FRANCO 
Associated Press 
JAQUE, Panama (AP) — 

Iver Valencia goes out at 
dusk each evening dur¬ 
ing nesting season with a 
group of lantern-wielding 
villagers to walk a stretch 
of Panamanian beach. 
Their mission: to find nests 
where olive ridley sea tur¬ 
tles lay their eggs and take 
them to a hatchery safe 
from predators. 

On a recent night, Valen¬ 
cia and the others in the re¬ 
mote province of Darien in 
southeast Panama found 
five nests with dozens of 
eggs. 

Valencia, 57, who arrived 
here as an adolescent 
from a town bordering Co¬ 
lombia, has been doing 
this for 18 years in the face 
of threats from poachers. 
The task has been further 
complicated by the drug 
traffickers who ply this jun¬ 
gle as well. 

Jaque, a town of 2,000, is 
only reached by air or sea. 
Valencia and his allies built 
a hatchery here shaded 
by wood and wire. Inside, 
they place the eggs in 
baskets where they'll hatch 


EUROPEAN ANTIQUES 
SALE @ ANTIQUE MALL 
20% & More DISC. 
Rococo Plaza rd 4a 
Open Daily 9am-4pm 
EVER Y SATURDAY 
YARD-SALE 9-2 pm 
Antique mall open 9-1 
FLEAMARKET #ONE 
SUNDAY OCT 6. 9-1 
Infowhatsap 741-5640 


in two months’ time. Then 
the baby turtles will be re¬ 
leased to the sea. 

While the government con¬ 
tributed toward building 
the hatchery, the patrols 
are strictly a community 
volunteer effort by Valen¬ 
cia, who is the pastor of a 
local evangelical church, 
and his colleagues. The pa¬ 
trols are carried out during 
the May to December nest¬ 
ing season, which peaks in 
September, October and 
November. 

They built the hatchery 
near a border police sta¬ 
tion where agents try to 
prevent poaching and 
protect the volunteers on 
their nightly collections. The 
volunteers often walk far 
into the night, so they pre¬ 
fer to go with agents of the 
National Borders Service in 
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case they run into thieves 
or smugglers. 

"The eggs are taken from 
the beach to be put in this 
place," Valencia said. "Just 
for the fact that people 
here ... haven't become 
conscious of protecting 
the blessing that the tur¬ 
tles come here to lay their 
eggs. Instead they eat 
them, sell them." 

"For me the main predator 
is always man," Valencia 
said, though dogs, birds 
and crabs also eat the 
eggs. 

Jaque is a fishing village 
and some locals also sell 
handicrafts, including 
plates made from palm 
fronds decorated with 
drawings of the turtles. Lo¬ 
cal kids play soccer on the 
beach, but some also help 
collect the eggs at nightO 
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Violence Against Women 



HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 
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Freewinds 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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What we know (and don’t) about Juul, teen vaping and illness 



In this April 16, 2019, file photo, a woman exhales a puff of vapor from a Juul pen in Vancouver, 
Wash. 


By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — An out¬ 
break of vaping illnesses. A 
surge in teens using elec¬ 
tronic cigarettes. They’re 
often spoken of in the same 
urgent breath, but it’s not 
clear how — or even if — 
they are connected. 
Following a shakeup at Juul 
Labs Inc., the largest U.S. 
seller of e-cigareffes, here 
are some questions and 
answers about vaping: 
WHAT HAPPENED WITH 
JUUL? 

The San Francisco-based 
company that controls 
about 70% of the market 
announced Wednesday 
that it will no longer run TV, 
print or digital advertise¬ 
ments for its e-cigarettes. 
Juul, which rose to the top 
through viral marketing 
that promoted nicotine 
pods with dessert and fruit 
flavors, also said it’s replac¬ 
ing its CEO and promised 
not to lobby against a pro¬ 
posed U.S. ban on flavors. 
Some health advocates 
were not impressed. 

“No one should mistake 
the company's suspension 
of its marketing efforts as 
anything other than a na¬ 
ked attempt to ease pub¬ 
lic pressure and curry fa¬ 
vor with elected officials,” 
American Heart Associa¬ 
tion chief executive Nancy 
Brown said in a statement. 
WHY ARE OFFICIALS CON¬ 
CERNED ABOUT JUUL? 
Health officials say Juul has 
triggered an explosion in 
teen vaping in recent years. 


Recent surveys found 1 in 4 
high school seniors report¬ 
ed vaping nicotine in the 
month before they were 
asked about it. 

Health officials have said 
vaping may be a less- 
deadly alternative for adult 
smokers who are trying to 
quit cigarettes, but they're 
worried about kids using the 
devices. Nicotine is harm¬ 
ful to developing brains, 
and surveys suggest that as 
many as 1 in 8 high school 
seniors vape nicotine daily. 
The youth vaping boom 
has led to backlash. This 
month. President Donald 
Trump said the government 
will act to ban thousands 
of flavors used in electronic 
cigarettes because they 
appeal to underage users. 


Rhode Island, Michi¬ 
gan and New York have 
banned flavored vaping 
products. 

On Tuesday, the governor 
of Massachusetts ordered 
a four-month ban on the 
sale of vaping products. 
Republican Gov. Charlie 
Baker said he was alarmed 
not only by the popularity 
of vaping but also a rash of 
vaping-related breathing 
illnesses that have caused 
deaths. 

ARE THE RECENT VAPING 
ILLNESSES RELATED? 

That’s not clear. 

Over the summer, health 
officials in a few states be¬ 
gan noticing reports of 
people developing severe 
breathing illnesses, with the 
lungs apparently reacting 
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to a caustic substance. 
The only common factor 
in the illnesses was that the 
patients had all recently 
vaped. 

More than 500 people are 
suspected or confirmed to 
have gotten the illness and 
at least 10 have died. 

WHAT’S CAUSING THE ILL¬ 
NESSES? 

We don’t know. No single 
vaping product or ingre¬ 
dient has been linked to 
them, and health officials 
haven’t released a na¬ 
tional breakdown of what 
product each sick person 
vaped. 

Among 53 of the earliest 
cases in Illinois and Wiscon¬ 
sin, the vast majority of pa¬ 
tients said they had vaped 
products containing THC, 


the ingredient in marijua¬ 
na that produces a high. 
Nearly one-fifth said they 
had only vaped nicotine 
products. 

The investigation does 
seem to be largely focused 
on products containing 
THC, with some attention 
on ingredients added to 
marijuana oil. 

Anecdotally, a common 
thread has been products 
purchased on the street, 
not at dispensaries in states 
with legal pot sales. There 
is one puzzling outlier: A 
death in Oregon linked to a 
product bought at a legal 
cannabis retailer. 

Another consideration: 
Juul and other brands of 
nicotine e-cigarettes have 
been around for years, but 
the illnesses surfaced only 
recently. 

WHAT DO OFFICIALS THINK 
ABOUT VAPING OVERALL? 

They’re divided. Some say 
the devices seem to have 
helped accelerate a de¬ 
cline in cigarette smoking, 
which would make them 
an important weapon 
against the nation’s lead¬ 
ing preventable cause of 
death. 

But officials at the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention have for years 
worried that what’s in vap¬ 
ing products was not well 
understood. They also 
feared e-cigarettes would 
become a new way of in¬ 
troducing kids to nicotine 
and potentially hooking 
them on tobacco products 
in the future. □ 



In this May 13, 2019 file photo provided by the National Park 
Service is a female condor in Zion National Park, Utah. 
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17 states sue feds over 
Endangered Species Act rules 


By GENE JOHNSON 
Associated Press 
SEATTLE (AP) — Seventeen 
states sued the Trump ad¬ 
ministration Wednesday to 
block rules weakening the 
Endangered Species Act, 
saying the changes would 
make it tougher to protect 
wildlife even in the midst of 
a global extinction crisis. 
The lawsuit, in federal court 
in San Francisco, follows a 
similar challenge filed last 
month by several environ¬ 
mental groups, including 
the Humane Society and 
the Sierra Club. 


The new rules begin taking 
effect Thursday. They for 
the first time allow officials 
to consider how much it 
would cost to save a spe¬ 
cies. 

They also remove blan¬ 
ket protections for animals 
newly listed as threatened 
and make it easier for crea¬ 
tures to be removed from 
the protected list. 

“It’s a death by a thousand 
cuts for the Endangered 
Species Act,” said Demo¬ 
cratic Washington Attorney 
General Bob Ferguson, an¬ 
nouncing the lawsuit in a 


Seattle news conference. 
The law, signed by Presi¬ 
dent Richard Nixon in 1973, 
has been credited with 
helping prevent the extinc¬ 
tion of more than 220 spe¬ 
cies, including bald eagles, 
grizzly bears and hump¬ 
back whales. It requires the 
government to list species 
that are endangered or 
threatened. 

The law also protects about 
1,600 plant and animal 
species, designates habitat 
protections for them, and 
assesses whether federal 
activities will hurt them. □ 
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Sara Gilbert: ‘The Conners’ works because it’s relatable 


By ALICIA RANCILIO 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — TV re¬ 
vivals are usually met with 
fanfare, but some — like 
“Murphy Brown” — failed 
to click with the audience. 
An exception is the sitcom 
“The Conners," a spinoff of 
“Roseanne.” 

Ratings for the first season 
of the series exceeded 
ABC’s expectations. The 
second season launches 
Tuesday. 

Sara Gilbert, who plays sar¬ 
castic single mom Darlene 
Conner, thinks “The Con¬ 
ners” works because it’s 
relatable. 

“We're just really lucky 
that it's a timely revival, 
that we're talking about 
the middle class and the 
struggle of the middle class 
and that’s as relevant as 
ever,” Gilbert said. “We're 
lucky that these characters 
resonate with people and 
people relate to them and 
I guess there’s a timeless¬ 
ness about that.” 

“The Conners" follows the 
family of “Roseanne' as 
it struggles to make ends 
meet, squabbles and 
grieves the loss of its ma¬ 
triarch, who died from an 
opioid overdose. 

The Roseanne” reboot was 
canceled by ABC in 2018 
after star Roseanne Barr 
made a racist tweet about 
Valerie Jarrett, a former 
adviser to President Barack 
Obama. The network fired 
Barr. The comedian said 
she is not a bigot and apol¬ 
ogized. 

Asked if she feels there’s 
less pressure now that the 
show has had a whole sea¬ 
son without Barr, Gilbert fo¬ 
cused on the cast. 

“We love making the show 
and we always have loved 
making it,” Gilbert said. 
Though she’s an execu¬ 
tive producer on the series, 
Gilbert brushes off the no¬ 
tion that she has any sort of 
boss status over castmates 
she began working with in 
the late 80s. 

“I’m not really the boss,” 
she said. “I feel like I’m try¬ 
ing to make them happy 
and make sure the show 
stays great for all the ac¬ 
tors that are willing to do it 
and it's up to them every 
year if they want to come 



This Sept. 19, 2019 photo shows actress Sara Gilbert, star of the ABC comedy “The Conners,” 
posing for a portrait in New York. 
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back and do it and I just 
feel like it's my job to make 
it a happy place to work 
with a great outcome.” 
Gilbert points out that it's 
hard to have a successful 
sitcom because many lack 
substance. 

“They're usually pretty 
bad," she said. “Somebody 
that I know is studying writ¬ 
ing and ... my advice to him 
was just to make it mean¬ 
ingful. Because I think the 
trap is people think ‘Oh, it's 
just a sitcom’ and they pick 
a silly circumstance or a silly 
story and there’s no meat 
on the bone and I feel re¬ 
ally the key is high stakes 
and conflict and the same 
things we deal with in all of 
our lives and then the lens is 
comedy, but the more im¬ 
portant the problem really 
the funnier it can be.”Q 
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This image released by DreamWorks Animation shows 
characters, from left, Peng, voiced by Albert Tsai, Everest the 
Yeti, Yi, voiced by Chloe Bennet and Jin, voiced by Tenzing 
Norgay Trainor, in a scene from “Abominable,” in theaters on 
Sept. 27. 

Associated Press 
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A yeti prompts a China travelogue 
in ‘Abominable’ 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 

“Abominable” is just about 
the most cuddly piece of 
East-West synergy a corpo¬ 
ration could dream up. 

The first co-production 
between DreamWorks 
Animation and the Shang¬ 
hai-based Pearl Studios 
(formerly known as Orien¬ 
tal DreamWorks), “Abomi¬ 
nable” is a rare kind of 
creature but the sort we’re 
likely to see more and 
more of in movie theaters. 
The Chinese box office will 
soon overtake the North 
America as the globe's top 
movie market, inevitably 
reorienting big-screen en¬ 
tertainment. 

There's nothing wrong with 
aiming for moviegoers on 
each side of the globe. For 
Hollywood productions of 
a certain budget, it's long 
been considered a neces¬ 
sity. And, of course, the 
intermingling of cultures — 
like in Lulu Wang's lovely 
and heartfelt “The Fare¬ 
well," released earlier this 
year — often fuels brilliant, 
border-straddling tales. 

But “Abominable,” about a 
girl who discovers a yeti on 
the rooftop of her Shanghai 
apartment building, is so 


safe, so risk-free, so bland, 
that its business imperatives 
are never just off-screen. 
Writer-director Jill Culton (a 
writer on “Monsters, Inc.” 
and director of “Open 
Season”), who co-directed 
“Abominable" with Todd 
Wilderman, opens her film, 
like the Humphry Bogart 
thriller “Dark Passage,” 
with an escape shot from 
a first-person perspective. 
A young yeti — picture a 
giant, furry Maltese — gets 
loose from the wealthy col¬ 
lector of rare animals (Ed¬ 
die Izzard). 

Lured by a billboard for Mt. 
Everest, he hides himself on 
nearby rooftop. He's soon 
found by Yi (Chloe Bennet), 
a “self-proclaimed loner” 
teenager living below 
with her mother (Michelle 
Wong) and her diminutive 
but fiery grandmother (Tsai 
Chin). 

Since losing her father, Yi 
has thrown herself into an 
assortment of unpleasant 
jobs, trying to save money 
to make the trip across Chi¬ 
na she and her dad talked 
about. 

The familial scenes are 
warm but fleeting. Before 
long Yi, along with a cou¬ 
ple of neighboring pals — 


Jin (Tenzing Norgay Trainor, 
whose grandfather Tenzing 
Norgay summited Everest 
with Edmund Hillary) and 
Peng (Albert Tsai) — take 
off with the yeti they nick¬ 
name Everest, with pursuers 
close behind (including a 
red-haired zoologist voiced 
by Sarah Paulson), as they 
try to get their furry friend 
back to his home in the Hi¬ 
malayas. 

A travelogue of China fol¬ 
lows, with the gang briskly 
journeying between post¬ 
card inland destinations, 
from the Gobi Desert to 
Leshan Giant Buddha in 
Sichuan. The animation is 
bright and lively, with some 
enchanting set-pieces. 
Everest, they learn, is just a 
big puppy — like a cartoon 
cousin to DreamWorks’ 
dog-like dragon. Toothless. 
He also has powers. With a 
low hum, Everest can spur 
gargantuan growth around 
him: a dandelion turns into 
an enormous floating ride, 
blueberries grow bigger 
than watermelons. The 
journey, too, takes on heal¬ 
ing properties for Yi, whose 
beautiful violin playing — a 
hobby gleaned from her 
father — only adds to the 
uplifting quest.Q 


Belle & Sebastian make balmy songs 
for upcoming film 


By PABLO GORONDI 
Associated Press 

Belle & Sebastian, “Days of the Bangold 
Summer” (Matador) 

Ask some people if they’ve seen a cer¬ 
tain film and they answer “No, but I 
read the book.” For their part, Belle & 
Sebastian offer those asked if they've 
seen “Days of the Bangold Summer” the 
chance to say, “Not yet, but I've already 
heard the soundtrack.” 

The Scottish band's latest provides the 
songs to Simon Bird's directorial debut 
— about a summer shared by divorced 
librarian Sue Bangold and her teenage 
son Daniel — based on the 2012 graphic 
novel by Joff Winterhart and not sched¬ 
uled for release until next year. The long- 
ago on “Days of the Bangold Summer” is 
invoked almost at the start, with a newly 
recorded version of “I Know Where the 
Summer Goes,” originally on a 1998 EP, 
whose lyrics about the summer doldrums 
seem custom-made. Also making a re¬ 
turn appearance, in a slightly more pol¬ 
ished version than in 1996, is “Get Me 



BELLE AND 
SEBASTIAN 


This cover image released by Matador 
Records shows “Days of the Bagnold 
Summer,” a release by Belle and Sebastian. 

Associated Press 

Away from Here I’m Dying," which, what 
a coincidence, fits seamlessly with the 
rest new songs. Turning to more conven¬ 
tional soundtrack norms, there are four 
instrumentals, from melancholic opener 
“Sister Buddha (Intro)” to closer “We 
Were Never Glorious,” which incorpo¬ 
rates dialogue from the filmO 
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Reggaeton acts call out Latin Grammys for lack of noms 



This combination of file photos shows from left to right, Maluma, J Balvin and Daddy Yankee. 

Associated Press 


By MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Popular 
Latin performers such as J 
Balvin, Daddy Yankee and 
Maluma are lashing out at 
the Latin Grammys for dis¬ 
missing musicians from the 
reggaeton and Latin trap 
world in the top catego¬ 
ries at its upcoming awards 
show. 

The Latin Grammys an¬ 
nounced the nominees for 
its 2019 show Tuesday and 
the major categories — al¬ 
bum of the year, song of 
the year and record of the 
year — didn’t include per¬ 
formers like Balvin, Daddy 
Yankee, Bad Bunny, Nicky 
Jam, Maluma or Ozuna, 
though the stars have dom¬ 
inated on streaming ser¬ 
vices, sold out arenas like 
Madison Square Garden, 
racked in millions of You¬ 
Tube views and topped the 
charts with multiple songs. 
The omissions were espe¬ 
cially surprising since the 
Latin Grammys have 10 
nominees in its top catego¬ 
ries. 

Balvin, who was the most 
nominated act at the 2018 
Latin Grammys with eight, 
posted a photo of the 
Grammy logo with a large 
red “X” across it on Insta- 
gram on Tuesday. Words 
on the image read in Span¬ 
ish: “Without reggaeton, 
there’s no Latin Grammys.” 
“For the culture and move¬ 
ment,” Balvin wrote in his 
caption. Others performers 
shared the image across 


social media. “The mem¬ 
bers, through their votes, 
select what they believe 
merits a nomination. The 
Academy has never in¬ 
fluenced their decisions, 
have always honored, and 
respected their elections, 
even if there are people 
who do not agree with 
the results," the statement 
continued. “Nevertheless, 
we hear the frustration and 
discontent. We invite the 
leaders of the urban com¬ 
munity to get involved with 
the Academy, to get in¬ 
volved with the process, 
and to get involved with 
discussions that improve 
the Academy.” 

Balvin did receive two 
nominations — his collabo¬ 
rations with Rosalia (“Con 
Altura") and De La Ghetto 
(“Caliente") makes him a 
double nominee for best ur¬ 
ban song — though he was 
shut out of record and song 
of the year. His new album 
with Bad Bunny, “Oasis,” 
was not eligible for the 2019 


Latin Grammys but qualifies 
in 2020. Songs and albums 
released between June 
1, 2018 and May 31, 2019 
were eligible, and the 20th 
annual show will air live on 
Nov. 14. 

Nicky Jam and last year's 
winner for best new artist, 
Karol G, earned zero nomi¬ 
nations while other stars like 
Bad Bunny, Daddy Yankee 
and Ozuna were restricted 
to categories such as best 
urban music album, best 
urban song and best urban 
fusion/performance. 
“Despite being nominated, 

I don’t agree with the way 
they treated the genre and 
a lot of my colleagues,” 
Daddy Yankee wrote on In- 
stagram. “Remember one 
very important thing, your 
platform was not the one 
that created this move¬ 
ment. This goes beyond a 
prize. This is culture, cred¬ 
ibility, relevance and RE¬ 
SPECT.” 

Maluma, who won his first 
Latin Grammy last year 


for best contemporary 
pop vocal album and will 
headline Madison Square 
Garden next week, also re¬ 
ceived zero nominations. 
He had huge success with 
his fourth album “11:11,” re¬ 
leased in May. He wrote on 
Instagram that he was dis¬ 
appointed with the acad¬ 
emy, adding that he's con¬ 
fused and doesn't know 
what to think. 

“The only thing that stays 
clear is that the biggest 
prize is to see your con¬ 
certs bursting and a public 
that loves you, and identi¬ 
fies with you. I love you my 
people, but I can't hide this 
feeling that hurts me deep 
inside. Congratulations to 
all of the nominees from 
my heart, it gives me a lot 
of happiness to see a lot 
of ‘parceros’ (Colombian 
slang for friends) there,” 
he wrote. The drama at 
the Latin Grammys mirrors 
hip-hop’s longstanding is¬ 
sue at the Grammys, where 
rap and contemporary 


R&B stars rarely win in the 
top four categories, which 
includes best new artist. 
When Childish Gambino’s 
“This Is America” won song 
and record of the year at 
this year’s Grammys, it be¬ 
came the first rap track to 
do so in the show's 60-year 
history. Only two rap-based 
albums have won album of 
the year — Lauryn Hill's “The 
Miseducation of Lauryn Hill" 
and Outkast's “Speaker- 
boxxx/The Love Below” — 
while only four hip-hop acts 
have won best new artist, 
including Hill, Arrested De¬ 
velopment, Chance the 
Rapper and Macklemore & 
Ryan Lewis. 

At the upcoming Latin 
Grammys, veteran singer- 
songwriter Alejandro Sanz is 
the top nominee with eight. 
Breakthrough performer 
Rosalia, who won two Latin 
Grammys last year, is sec¬ 
ond with five nominations. 
Both acts are nominated 
for album of the year, 
along with Luis Fonsi, Ruben 
Blades, Sebastian Yatra, 
Paula Arenas, Andres Cal- 
amaro, Fonseca, Ximena 
Sarinana and Tony Succar. 
Pop singers Camila Cabello 
and Alessia Cara also re¬ 
ceived nominations thanks 
to collaborations. Cabello 
is up for record of the year, 
song of the year and best 
pop song for “Mi Persona 
Favorita” with Sanz, while 
Cara and Juanes’ “Que- 
rer Mejor" is nominated 
for song and record of the 
year.Q 


Jann Wenner to retire as Rock and Roll Hall of Fame chairman 


Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Jann 
Wenner will retire next year 
as chairman of the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame Foun¬ 
dation in New York. 

Wenner announced 

Wednesday that he will 
step down on Jan. 1. 

The co-founder and pub¬ 
lisher of Rolling Stone mag¬ 
azine is one of the found¬ 
ing members of the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame and 
is credited with recruiting 
the late architect I.M. Pei 
to create its Cleveland mu¬ 
seum. 

The annual induction cer¬ 
emony is a major concert 



This combination photo shows Jann Wenner, co-founder of 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Foundation and publisher of 
“Rolling Stone”, and President of Entertainment Enterprises for 
iHeartMedia John Sykes. 

Associated Press 


event that is broadcast by 
HBO. 

The 73-year-old Wenner will 
be replaced by rock hall 
board member John Sykes, 
the co-founder MTV and 
VH1. 

Wenner will remain on the 
board of directors. 

Wenner produced the 
hall's 25th anniversary con¬ 
cert at Madison Square 
Garden in 2009. The con¬ 
cert was headlined by U2, 
Bruce Springsteen, Mick 
Jagger, Stevie Wonder and 
Sting. 

Springsteen and Jagger 
praised Wenner in a state¬ 
ment for having the fore¬ 


sight to build the hall of 
fame into a major cultural 
institution. 

“A long time ago, when 
no one was thinking about 
our music and its posterity, 
Jann saw that we needed 
a place to celebrate pop¬ 
ular music and recognize 
the people who had made 
the music grow. It was a vi¬ 
sionary idea and he stuck 
with it," Mick Jagger said in 
a statement. 

“He built a beautiful and 
credible home for our histo¬ 
ry and deserves our appre¬ 
ciation and respect for this 
tremendous accomplish¬ 
ment,” Springsteen said.Q 







FRIDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 


fl32 lFEATURE 



Hardy scientists trek to Venezuela's last glacier amid chaos 



This April 16, 2019 photo shows an aerial view of the Humboldt glacier, in Merida, Venezuela. 

Associated Press 


By CHRISTINA LARSON 
FEDERICA NARANCIO 
Associated Press 
MERIDA, Venezuela (AP) 

— Blackouts shut off the re¬ 
frigerators where the scien¬ 
tists keep their lab samples. 
Gas shortages mean they 
sometimes have to work 
from home. They even re¬ 
use sheets of paper to re¬ 
cord field data because 
fresh supplies are so scarce. 
As their country falls apart, 
a hardy team of scientists in 
Venezuela is determined to 
transcend the political and 
economic turmoil to record 
what happens as the coun¬ 
try's last glacier vanishes. 
Temperatures are warming 
faster at the Earth's higher 
elevations than in lowlands, 
and scientists predict that 
the glacier — an ice sheet 
in the Andes Mountains — 
could be gone within two 
decades. 

"If we left and came back 
in 20 years, we would have 
missed it," says Luis Daniel 
Llambi, a mountain ecolo¬ 
gist at the University of the 
Andes in Merida. 

Scientists say Venezuela will 
be the first country in South 
America to lose all its gla¬ 
ciers. 

Throughout history, glaciers 
have waxed and waned 
numerous times. But the 
rapid pace of glacial re¬ 
treat over the past century 
and a half, accelerated by 
human activities and the 
burning of fossil fuels, cre¬ 
ates a new urgency — and 
opportunity — for scientists 
to understand how freshly 
exposed rock forms new 
soil and eventually new 
ecosystems. 

While most of the planet's 
ice is stored in the polar 
regions, there are also gla¬ 
ciers in some mountainous 
regions of the tropics — pri¬ 
marily in South America. 
"Practically all of the high- 
mountain tropical glaciers 
are in the Andes. There's still 
a little bit on Mount Kiliman¬ 
jaro," says Robert Hofstede, 
a tropical ecologist in Ec¬ 
uador who advises inter¬ 
national agencies such as 
the World Bank and United 
Nations. 

Monitoring Venezuela's 
Humboldt glacier depends 
on continuous visits, Llam¬ 
bi notes. And even in the 


best of circumstances, it's 
no easy trek from the small 
mountain town of Merida 
to the ice sheet perched 
within Venezuela's Sierra 
Nevada National Park at 
nearly 16,500 feet (5,000 
meters) above sea level. 
When Llambi and three 
other scientists made the 
journey this spring to scout 
out mountain terrain for a 
new research project, they 
first rode a cable car, then 
walked a full day to the 
base camp, pitching their 
tents in drizzling rain. 

Each day, they then had to 
climb an additional three 
hours to reach the glacier, 
at times donning helmets 
and holding tight to ropes 
to maneuver up steep 
boulders. Some of the sci¬ 
entists had waterproofed 
their worn-out old boots us¬ 


ing melted candle wax. 
Mountain fieldwork always 
is physically grueling, buf 
the deepening crisis in 
Venezuela since the death 
of former president Hugo 
Chavez in 2013 has trans¬ 
formed even simple tasks 
into immense hurdles. 
"Things that you normally 
take for granted for re¬ 
search — internet, gas, 
electricity — all become 
scarce and unpredict¬ 
able," Llambi says. 

Perhaps the hardest toll 
has been watching many 
of their colleagues and 
students leave, joining the 
more than 4 million people 
who have fled Venezuela's 
political upheaval in recent 
years. 

"Every week, someone asks 
me why I haven't left," says 
Alejandra Melfo, a team 


member who is a physicist 
at the University of the An¬ 
des. 

Not now, she tells anyone 
who asks. 

"Climate change is real 
and has to be document¬ 
ed," she says. "We have to 
be there." 

The Institute of Environ¬ 
mental and Ecological Sci¬ 
ences at the University of 
fhe Andes was founded 
50 years ago, in 1969, and 
fhe scientists there see 
themselves as custodians 
of long-term data monitor¬ 
ing how temperatures and 
plant life are changing in 
the region, including in the 
Andean ecosystem known 
as the paramos — a mist- 
covered mountain grass¬ 
land that lies between the 
top of the tree line and the 
bottom of the glacier. 


While most tundras have 
sparse vegetation, the 
paramos is famous for strik¬ 
ing plants called frailejones 
that can be taller than hu¬ 
mans and resemble a cross 
between a cactus and a 
palm tree. These mountain 
grasslands also store and 
release water that sustains 
the cities and croplands 
further downslope. 

It's hard to overstate the 
importance of the Andean 
glaciers in maintaining re¬ 
gional water cycles. 

"More than 50 million peo¬ 
ple in South America rely 
on water provision from 
the Andes," says Francisco 
Cuesta, a tropical ecolo¬ 
gist at the University of the 
Americas in Quito, Ecua¬ 
dor, who marvels at the 
dogged work the team is 
doing under such punishing 
conditions. 

"To me, it's incredible that 
they are still doing research 
there," Cuesta says. 

The region is one of the front 
lines of climafe change. 
Glaciers in the tropical An¬ 
des have been retreating 
faster than most other gla¬ 
ciers since scientists began 
keeping detailed records in 
the 1970s, because tropical 
latitudes get more direct 
sunlight and radiation. 
When a glacier melts away, 
at first only bedrock is left 
behind — sometimes rough 
gravel and sometimes 
smooth rock, worn down 
by centuries or millenniums 
of grinding ice. 

But within a few years or 
decades, bacteria and li¬ 
chen began to colonize 
the area. As they decom¬ 
pose the minerals of the 
rock and their bodies then 
decay into organic matter, 
the first hints of soil begin to 
form. And soil is the basis 
of a new ecosystem, pro¬ 
viding a structure to retain 
water and for plant roots to 
grow. 

"The formation of soil is 
the difference between 
an ecosystem being able 
to form quickly and be¬ 
ing stalled for hundreds of 
years," Llambi says. 

On the rocks left behind 
when the glacier retreats, 
the scientists think that a 
new ecosystem resembling 
the paramos may eventu¬ 
ally begin to developO 



In this May 26, 2019 photo, scientists gather at their camp in the early morning before starting a 
four-day mission to the Humboldt glacier, in Merida, Venezuela. 

Associated Press 












